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22nd June 2010
Conservation Centre crowned regional winners at Apprenticeship Awards
The Michael Beetham Conservation Centre (MBCC) at the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford has been announced the West Midlands Regional Winner of the ‘Small Employer of the Year Award 2010’ at The Apprenticeship Awards 2010.  As the regional winner the MBCC will now go through to the finals at the National Apprenticeship Awards, an Oscar style Awards ceremony which will take place on Thursday 15th July in London.
The regional awards luncheon and presentations were held on Friday 18th June at the Birmingham Hippodrome, hosted by BBC’s Suzanne Virdee.  The MBCC’s Manager Tim Wallis and Training Manager Mick Shepherd, attended as finalists within the Small Employer of the Year category, the MBCC having already beaten many of the applicants in this category within the regional selections.

MBCC Manager Tim Wallis says:
“The award is obviously a wonderful accolade for the MBCC after just 5 years within the scheme, but the real victory is for the wider Royal Air Force Museum’s ongoing commitment to the apprentice programme”.

Today also marks an important day for the apprentice programme as it’s the first day of this year’s MBCC annual exchange with students from America under the partnership established with and supported by, the American Foundation.  The success of this ever-widening international scheme emphasises the growth and value attached to the MBCC’s forward thinking apprentice initiative and wider conservation training programme.  The Conservation Centre currently has a team of five apprentices; soon to be seven as two new apprentices join the Museum later this year. 
The Apprenticeships Awards 2010 is managed by City & Guilds within the structure of the Government National Apprentice Scheme.  

The Conservation Centre will be open to the public from 15-20 November 2010 for visitors to gain behind-the-scenes access to aircraft conservation work and have a rare opportunity to view current projects.  Open from 10.15am – 1.00pm.
The Museum is open daily from 10am – 6pm (last admission 5pm), admission is FREE.
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Notes to Editors:

· Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8U

· Open daily between 10am – 6pm (Last admission 5pm)

· FREE admission 
· Photos available on request

· For further information and all media enquiries please contact
      Michelle Worthington on 01902 376212 or michelle.worthington@rafmuseum.org
· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
      http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm






