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6th September 2010
Battle of Britain Pilot Attends Event at Cosford
FREE EVENT 11-12 September 2010
Dakota Flypast 14.40hrs (weather permitting)

Sqn Ldr Tony Pickering, a Battle of Britain Hurricane Pilot will be the guest of honour at an event taking place at the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford this weekend.  Tony, aged 90 from Rugby will be talking to visitors alongside the Museums Hurricane in a Question and Answer session on Saturday 11th September at 12noon and 2pm.

Tony was aged just 19 when he was fast tracked into active service to take on the Luffwaffe in July 1940, after just three short flights in a Hurricane. Two months later Tony’s aircraft was hit by enemy fire and he was forced to use his parachute before the plane crashed to the ground.
Tony’s Question and Answer session is just one of the many highlights taking place this weekend when the RAF Museum Cosford will be commemorating the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain.  Packed with events and exhibitions for the whole family to enjoy, including a flypast on both days from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Dakota (weather permitting), it is sure to be a memorable occasion. 
Other highlights will include two new exhibitions. 51 Guild of Aviation Artists paintings themed around the Battle of Britain and an exhibition dedicated to Battle of Britain pilot and amputee Douglas Bader.

Activities taking place over the weekend include Merlin & Griffon engine demonstrations lasting approximately 30 minutes; a one hour performance from the RAF Band (Sunday only); the chance to see how a WWII Emergency Operations Room operated; plus the opportunity to meet with Winston Churchill and a WAAF, brought to life by re-enactors.

The Large Model Association will have a display of Battle of Britain Aircraft and the Museum’s Wellington Bomber will be on display in the Conservation Centre, open especially for the weekend. Also on display will be a selection of 1940’s military vehicles and the National Cold War Exhibition will be hosting a series of presentations about the Battle of Britain including ‘An Event on 30th August 1940’.
A team from Bantock House will demonstrate the art of making rag rugs and a land army re-enactment group will dig for victory in the Museum’s wartime garden whilst our younger visitors will have the opportunity to meet Nigel the goat plus sheep, ducks, chickens and a sheep dog, provided for the weekend courtesy of Hoo Farm.
To further entertain children the Museum will be running its popular ‘Step Back In Time’ workshop where children and adults alike can go back to school for lessons in our Wartime Classroom.  Other children’s activities including colouring in Spitfires and Union Jack flags, will be taking place throughout the site over both days.
The Museum Restaurant will be offering some culinary delights with their wartime menu and visitors will both be able to dine in true street party style.  Visitors are also welcome to dress up for the occasion in their 1940’s clothing.
For more information about the Battle of Britain Weekend event please contact the Museum on 01902 376200 or visit www.rafmuseum.org. 
...ends
Notes To Editors:

· Interviews with Sqn Ldr Tony Pickering please contact Karen Crick on 01902 376 208 or 07813 323174.

· Royal Air Force Museum, Cosford, Shifnal Shropshire, TF11 8UP

· FREE admission 

· Open daily 10am – 6pm

· For further information and all media enquiries please contact

Karen Crick on 01902 376 208 or karen.crick@rafmuseum.org 

· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
      http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm
· Participate in the Museums national photography competition by submitting photographs taken at various Battle of Britain events taking place around the country this summer.  Help us document this important anniversary, creating an electronic archive of this year’s events for future generations.  Entries should be made via the Museum’s website, www.rafmuseum.org.
· The Battle of Britain 70th anniversary photo competition runs from 15th May until 30th of September 2010

· The competition is open to all UK Residents. Children are defined as being from age 4 to 16. Adults 17+
· Children’s prize consists of £200 worth of goods of their choice from the Museum shop. The Adult prize will be a Blackberry Storm donated to the Museum by Vodafone UK. In addition to this both winners and 2 guests will be invited to attend the opening of RAF Photographic Competition Exhibition in January 2011, where they will be presented with a plaque commemorating their win.

· To submit their images and read the terms and conditions of entry people should visit www. rafmuseum.org.






