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19th July 2011

Bert Williams recalls RAF and football memories in podcast

The Royal Air Force Museum is delighted to announce that as part of its monthly podcast series football legend and World War II veteran Bert Williams has generously given his time to narrate this month’s podcast “Bert Williams – PTI”.
The podcast was specially commissioned and will assist the Museum with their ongoing project which examines the lives of footballers who served in the armed forces, in particular the RAF, during the Second World War era.  The podcast examines the life of Bert Williams from his time serving in the RAF and later his career playing for Wolverhampton Wanderers and England.
In the early 1940’s Bert Williams began his professional football career playing for Walsall FC. During the outbreak of World War II, Bert joined the Royal Air Force as a Physical Training Instructor (PTI). Throughout his time in the RAF Bert continued to play football for the RAF football team making guest appearances for professional teams including Chelsea whilst stationed around the country. 

At the end of WWII, Bert signed for Wolverhampton Wanderers FC and later went on to play for England. He is now the oldest living England International to have played in a World Cup. In this podcast, Bert Williams discusses his life as a professional footballer and his career in the RAF during WWII. Hear about the other famous football stars of the day he played with in the RAF and his time stationed at RAF Cosford. In his own words, listen to the fascinating story of this football legend and WWII veteran.

To listen to this podcast, please go to http://www.rafmuseum.org/podcasts.
For further information on the research project or if you have any memories, information, photos or medals of people who served in the forces and played for Wolverhampton Wanderers, please contact wwfcresearch@rafmuseum.org or visit the Museum website www.rafmuseum.org/cosford and complete the online form.  Alternatively, please write to the Museum at: Philip Clayton, Access and Learning, RAF Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP.
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Notes To Editors:

· Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP

· Open daily between 10am – 6pm (Last admission 5pm)

· FREE admission 

· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
      http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm
· For further information and all media enquiries please contact:

      Michelle Worthington on 01902 376212 or email michelle.worthington@rafmuseum.org 






