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Bikers bring Easter cheer to the troops 
Sunday 28th March 2010
Thousands of bikers from across the United Kingdom will join together for a massive ‘Ride Out’ next month in support of the Armed Forces. 
The ‘RAF Wings Appeal Easter Egg Run’ will take place on Sunday 28th March and funds raised will go to the RAF Wings Appeal, providing help for past and present members of the RAF, including our troops currently serving in Afghanistan.

The bikers will ride out from a huge variety of points across England and Wales, meeting up with thousands of others at the Meole Brace Park & Ride in Shropshire, before finally going on to the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford at 11.30am as one huge group.
Last year’s event proved to be an incredible visual spectacle with hundreds of members of the public lining the bridges of the M54 to watch almost 3,000 bikers make their way to the RAF base.

Following its major success, organisers are hoping to smash the total number of people taking part this year.
Funds raised will go to the RAF Association’s Wings Appeal 2010 and its ‘Miles More Minutes’ campaign.

Currently RAF personnel who are deployed overseas in theatres such as Afghanistan receive 30 minutes of government funded phone calls to their families back home per week. This is the equivalent of 4 ½ minutes per day.

Miles More Minutes aims to fund more time for them to speak to their loved ones, enabling them to feel closer even though they are so far apart.

Entry is £5 - to take part, or find out where your nearest starting point is, visit www.rafa.org.uk for more details.
RAF Wings Appeal spokesperson Dougie Bancroft, said: 
“If you want to make a difference and have a great time while doing so – then join in this fantastic event with hundreds of other motorcyclists from across the United Kingdom.  It promises to be an event with a difference!”

Ends….

Notes to Editors:
· Entry is £5 per person and people can register on the day either at their starting point or at the Meole Brace Park and Ride.

· Bikers can also wear fancy dress and are encouraged to bring an Easter Egg which will be donated to injured serving personnel and RAF families.
· Those taking part in the bike run to the Meole Brace Park and Ride will leave from the following points: Shrewsbury, Wrexham, Newtown, Machynlleth, Wolverhampton, Birmingham, Leicester, Leeds, Stockport, Yeovil, Doncaster and Chesterfield.
· For further information, please contact, Dougie Bancroft on 07538 079137/ 01686 420341 or RAF Association Press Officer Alex Bifulco on 0116 2688755/ 07971 744389.
