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 11th March 2010 
Museum workshop for schools is the bomb!
On Tuesday 16th March the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford will be hosting Key Stage 3 and 4 pupils in a day of interactive and exciting classes as part of its Cold War workshop for schools ‘Living with the Bomb’. 
Held at the Museum’s award winning National Cold War Exhibition this innovative schools programme presents pupils with the unique opportunity to examine rare samples of moon rock and lunar dust, participate in a1960s Peace March, and navigate space robots across a challenging ‘lunar’ course.
The moon rock samples used during the course of the day have been kindly provided by the UK’s Science and Technology Facilities Council and were collected during NASA’s manned space missions to the Moon in the late 1960s and early 1970s. A wide selection other space rocks and meteorites will also form part of the display with pupils asked to examine the differences in the materials of each rock and reason why. The collection will include samples from asteroids that can be found between Jupiter and Mars, the Moon and even a piece of Mars itself!

Pupils will also be able to question Valentine Tereshkova, the first woman in space, played by Kelly Harley about the arduous training programme she underwent to become a Russian Cosmonaut; before learning about the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, and Gerald Haltom and the designer of the CND logo. After this students will design their own peace placard and take part in a 1960s Peace March around the Museum.
The motivational team from RAF Cosford will then run a ‘Four Minute Warning’ activity demonstrating what to do in order to ‘protect and survive’ in the advent of a nuclear attack; after which pupils will compete to see who is the fastest at navigating a remote controlled robot around a course of obstacles including lunar rocks to achieve their mission objective in a record time.
Then it’s off to meet with a real life RAF Drill Sergeant who will put pupils through their paces on the parade ground; and to discover the discipline that would have been required by their grandparents during National Service when they learn how to make a bed pack.
Dawn Burrows, Education Assistant for the Museum commenting on this innovative programme stated:
“This will be a unique, hands-on day for pupils who are studying the Cold War period.  This year’s focus is the fear of nuclear war and space supremacy.  Highlights include the lunar rock samples and participating in a debate where pupils take on a variety of professional roles and decide which should begin life on another planet”. 
Living with the Bomb will also be running in July. There are still a limited number of places available for the July workshop.  If your school is interested in this exciting opportunity, book early to avoid disappointment.  Contact the Access & Learning team on T: 01902 376243 or email learning-cosford@rafmuseum.org 
…ends
Notes to Editors:
· ‘Living with the bomb’ July date – Thursday 8th July 2010.

· For further information on the Science and Technology Facilities Council (www.stfc.ac.uk) funds space science and space exploration in the UK.  For further information please contact Julia Maddock, Press Officer: 01793 442094 or Julia.maddock@stfc.ac.uk
· For further information on moon rock samples or to book a loan please contact Jane Butt: 01793 442030 or jane.butt@stfc.ac.uk 

· Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire TF11 8UP
· Open daily 10am – 6pm Closed 24-26 December and 1, 10-14 January 2011. 
· Free entry 

· For further information and all media enquiries please contact Karen Crick: 01902 376 200 or email: karen.crick@rafmuseum.org        
· www.rafmuseum.org 
· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
      http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm
