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7th September 2010
New Apprentices Join Award Winning Conservation Centre Team

The Michael Beetham Conservation Centre (MBCC) at Royal Air Force Museum Cosford is delighted to welcome the arrival of two new apprentices, who will join the growing conservation team and award winning Apprenticeship Programme. 
The new appointments are part of the MBCC Apprentice Scheme which is now in its 5th successful year and which has recently won the National Apprenticeship Service ‘Small Employer of the Year 2010’.
For the first time, an Apprentice Aircraft Carpenter was recruited.  Laura Pringle aged 18 from Cosford will be involved in the restoration and conservation of a large range of historic wooden and fabric aircraft.  
Another first was the recruitment of an Apprentice General Engineering Workshop Technician.  Alex Weston aged 18 from Telford, will be trained in the art of machining, welding and metal fabrication; a range of skills needed for the construction of the many specialist support, suspension and transportation devices and systems the museum requires to protect and display its exhibits.  
Coinciding with these new appointments is the formation of a new partnership with Wolverhampton College for the academic and specialist vocational education of the new apprentices as well as the assessment and verification of their skills for NVQ awards.  

MBCC Training Manager, Mick Shepherd said:

“This is a marvellous opportunity for these two young people as well as for the MBCC and the wider heritage aviation community.  It will also allow the Museum to substantially improve its capacity and capabilities in these specialist areas.   Given the ever-increasing work that the Conservation Centre undertakes, growth in the specialist trades is essential and it is hoped that when they graduate in 2014, they will be retained as full time technicians within the MBCC.”

The Museum is committed to preserving Aviation Heritage through its conservation of aircraft and associated exhibits, whilst recognising the need to ensure that unique skills are retained, nurtured and developed amongst the younger generation in respect of fostering ongoing aircraft conservation efforts for the foreseeable future.
...ends
Notes To Editors:

· Royal Air Force Museum, Cosford, Shifnal TF11 8UP
· Open daily between 10am – 6pm (Last admission 5.30pm)

· Free admission
· For further information and all media enquiries please contact

Karen Crick on 01902 376208 or karen.crick@rafmuseum.org 
· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
      http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm
· The Michael Beetham Conservation Centre was opened in May 2002.  It is regarded as one of the world’s foremost centres of excellence in aircraft conservation and restoration.  







