[image: image1.png]®royaL

AIRFORCE
COSFORD




21st July 2011
‘Millennium Squadron Print’ exhibition goes on display
On display from 29th July 2011
A unique collection of aviation prints will be on display at the Royal Air Force Museum Cosford from Friday 29th July 2011.  The ‘Millennium Squadron Print’ exhibition is a collection of aviation prints of UK Armed Forces Flying Units that were in existence at 12.01am on the 1st January 2000.
In 2000, the RAF Museum Cosford displayed the “Millennium Squadron Print” exhibition. Now, 11 years on, the Museum is revisiting this unique collection to examine how many of the units in existence in 2000 are still active, and what fate has befallen the exhibition’s featured aircraft.  
The collection consists of 116 prints from units as diverse as the Red Arrows, 1435 Flight (RAF), patrolling the skies of the Falkland Islands, many of the Royal Naval Air Service squadrons, Army Air Corps units, and RAF flying training units.  As an added feature, the aircrew on each unit signed their print.  Famous signatures on the prints to look out for include Tony Blair and Geoff Hoon, UK Prime Minister and Defence Secretary respectively on 1st January 2000.

This popular collection was compiled by Group Captain W.A.W. James MBE, now Station Commander of RAF Shawbury.  In 1999 when the collection was produced, he was the commanding officer of the RAF Central Flying School (Helicopter) at RAF Shawbury.  
RAF Museum Cosford Assistant Curator, Clare Carr says:

“The Millennium Squadron Print collection is a fascinating insight into the range of UK military flying units.  We thought it would be an interesting exercise, in the light of various defence reorganisations, to review the units featured (not every flying unit participated) and see how many are still operational today and whether their home bases and aircraft have changed.  We hope visitors will enjoy viewing the prints and seeing for themselves how the Royal Air Force, Royal Naval Air Service and Army Air Corps have changed over the past decade.”
The Exhibition will be on display to visitors from Friday 29th July 2011 until Easter 2012 in the Museum’s Exhibition Gallery in Hangar 1.  For further information on the Museum please call 01902 376200, visit www.rafmuseum.org or follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  The Museum is open daily from 10am – 6pm.  Entry to the Museum and the exhibition is FREE. 
...ends
Notes to Editors:

· Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP

· Open daily from 10am

· Free admission
· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
      http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm
· For further information and all media enquiries please contact

Michelle Worthington on 01902 376 212 or email michelle.worthington@rafmuseum.org 






