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9th August 2011

Cockpits open to aviation fans 
17th September 2011

6.00pm – 8.30pm
£10.00 per person
(Open cockpits and aircraft may be subject to change)
The Royal Air Force Museum Cosford will be opening up its doors to visitors for a special evening event taking pace on Saturday 17th September 2011.  During ‘Open Cockpits Evening’, a selection of historic aircraft and cockpits will be available for close viewing for a limited number of visitors, allowing rare inside access to some of the World’s most historic aircraft.  
During ‘Open Cockpits Evening’ members of the public will have the chance to see inside a number of cockpits including; the MH-53 Combat Search and Rescue helicopter, as used by the United States Air Force; the Jaguar ACT Demonstrator a ground attack aircraft modified to demonstrate fly-by-wire /active control technology (ACT) and a Gnat T1 as previously used by the world famous Red Arrows team. 
The evening will be a rare treat for visitors to get inside some of the iconic aircraft on display at the Museum and get a feeling of what it was like to fly these much loved aircraft.  Major highlights for aviation enthusiasts include the opportunity to see inside the famous TSR2 a twin engined tactical strike reconnaissance prototype and to examine how pilots operated the unique Meteor F8 Prone Position, whilst flying lying down. Other aircraft accessible to the public on this evening will include the York, Hastings and Twin Pioneer.

Museum Events Executive, Nina Mitchell says:
“After the success of the first ‘Open Cockpits Evening’ held in May this year, we hope to make this an annual event.  Access inside the aircraft is something we are not able to do all the time. By opening them up to a limited number of visitors for this event, we are able to offer them quality time inside the aircraft, with our team of volunteers available to answer any questions.”
A total of 14 aircraft will be available for close viewing on the night.  In addition to this, visitors will have exclusive access to the Museum which contains over 70 aircraft on display and its award winning National Cold War Exhibition. 
This evening event will run from 6.00pm to 8.30pm.  Numbers onto the Museum site will be limited to 300 people, to allow enthusiasts to spend as much time as possible examining these wondrous aircraft. Admission is by advance ticket only.  Tickets costs £10.00 per person and are on sale now at the Museum.  Height restrictions of 1.07 metres will apply.  Parking charges are included in the ticket price. 
For further information on the ‘Open Cockpit Evening’ or to purchase tickets over the phone, please contact the Museum on 01902 376200.  Visit www.rafmuseum.org for information on the Museum and other events. Please note: Open cockpits and aircraft available for close viewing may be subject to change.
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Notes to Editors:
· Open cockpits and aircraft available for close viewing may be subject to change
· Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP
· Open daily from 10am

· FREE admission 

· For further information and all media enquiries please contact

· Michelle Worthington on 01902 376212 or michelle.worthington@rafmuseum.org 
· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
   
http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm






