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Heroic Spitfire Veterans to Attend 75th Anniversary Event 
5 March 2011
Spitfire Appearance 1.00pm
FREE Admission
The Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, home to the world’s oldest Spitfire, will be marking the 75th Anniversary of the first Supermarine Spitfire flight on Saturday 5th March 2011.  Attending the event will be a host of special guests including three Spitfire Pilots and an Engine Fitter.  This 1936 Anniversary will be marked with a day packed full of events, activities and exhibitions for the whole family to enjoy.
Visitors will have the opportunity to meet with a number of Spitfire pilots including; female pilot Margaret Frost from Wales.  Margaret is one of only 15 women and 100 men to have a special merit award for serving in the Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA) flying replacement fighters to RAF bases during WWII. 

Pilot Tony Pickering from Rugby who flew both Spitfires and Hurricanes was aged just 19 when he was fast tracked into active service in July1940, after just three short flights in a Hurricane. Tony has flown in the Mk1 Spitfire currently on display in the Museum.

Also attending will be pilot Ken Wilkinson from Solihull and Spitfire Engine Fitter Sid Lenthall from Albrighton.  All three Pilots and Engine Fitter will be speaking with visitors on the day during a Question and Answers session taking place the in the Lecture Theatre.

Another exciting treat for visitors on the day will be an appearance from a MK9 Spitfire at 1pm, Courtesy of The Aircraft Restoration Company, based at Duxford Airfield. 
As an extra incentive members of the public will be given a free ticket on arrival to enter a prize draw, to win a limited edition Spitfire print by Richard Broom signed by the RAF pilots who will be visiting the Museum on the day.  Tickets will be handed out to visitors on arrival and the draw will take place at the end of the day and the winner will be notified.

The Museum is open daily from 10am.  Entry to the event and to the rest of the Museum is FREE.  For more information on this event and details of the activities and exhibitions on display please contact the Museum on 01902 376200 or visit www.rafmuseum.org. (Charges may apply for some of the activities)  
...ends
Notes To Editors:
General Spitfire facts

· 28 different marks of Spitfire were designed and built. Nine different naval versions capable of operating from Aircraft carriers called the Seafire were designed and built, the first were converted Spitfires.

· Over 20,000 Spitfires were built in factories across Britain.
· The first production Spitfire flew in 1938. The first Spitfire to enter service was K9789 which was assigned to 19 Squadron at RAF Duxford in August 1938. 19 Sqd. were the first to receive Spitfires.

· At the start of the Second World War just over 300 Spitfires were in service, just over 70 were in reserve and over 2000 more were on order.

· Became one of Britain’s two day fighters to achieve victory against the odds in the 1940 Battle of Britain along with the Hurricane.

· To ensure production wasn’t severely hampered by enemy attacks various factories and production lines were established around the country, the largest being at Castle Bromwich, near Birmingham. 

· Later marks of Spitfire were fitted with the more powerful Rolls-Royce Griffon engine, which was named after the Griffon Hawk bird.
· Spitfires were not just fighters. They were also used as training aircraft and for photo reconnaissance.

· The last operational use of a Spitfire by the RAF was in 1954 though the last flight by an RAF Spitfire was in 1957 (excluding current BBMF Spitfires).

· Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP
· Open daily from 10am

· FREE admission 

· For further information and all media enquiries please contact

· Michelle Worthington on 01902 376212 or michelle.worthington@rafmuseum.org 
· RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
   http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/cosford/media-enquiries/downloads.cfm






