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4th Plinth Statue Arrives at Museum.
The 5 metre high statue of Sir Keith Park, which was formerly on view to the public on Trafalgar Square’s Fourth Plinth, has arrived at the Royal Air Force Museum London; taking its rightful position in the Museum’s newly refurbished Battle of Britain Hall. 
Sir Keith Park was a New Zealander, who fought in the First World War at Gallipoli, and then the Somme, before joining the RAF. At the outbreak of the Second World War Keith Park commanded the Royal Air Force 11 Group Fighter Command. These squadrons bore the brunt of the Battle of Britain; and Park was credited by many with devising the strategies that led to the Luftwaffe’s defeat by the RAF in the summer of 1940. It was this major setback that forced Hitler to call off his planned invasion of Britain. 

Another hero who fought in the Battle of Britain, the RAF pilot Douglas Bader, said that “the awesome responsibility for this country’s survival rested squarely on Keith Park’s shoulders. British military history of this century has been enriched with the names of great fighting men from New Zealand, of all ranks and in every one of our Services. Keith Park’s name is carved into history alongside those of his peers.”

Peter Dye, Director General of the Museum said:

“The Royal Air Force Museum is particularly gratified to receive the donation of this statue from the Sir Keith Park Memorial Fund. Given Sir Keith Park’s central role in the defeat of the Luftwaffe and his inspirational leadership throughout the summer of 1940, it is entirely appropriate, that this evocative and impressive sculpture takes pride of place in the heart of our Battle of Britain Exhibition - alongside the very aircraft that brought victory for the RAF.”
The statue was fabricated from an original one metre-high statue which will be unveiled on 15th September at Waterloo Place.  
For more information about the Museum’s Battle of Britain Hall and associated exhibitions, please visit the Museum website www.rafmuseum.org or call 020 8205 2266. Alternatively, if you require assistance during the course of your journey, please visit our mobile phone website www.rafmuseum.mobi. The Museum is open daily from 10am to 6pm (last admission 5.30pm).  Entry to the Museum is FREE of charge.  
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