Collecting Statement

RAFM/DCM/2/6/22

APPENDIX A: THE ROYAL AIR FORCE MUSEUM’S STATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR THE INTERPRETIVE COLLECTION

Introduction
1. The Royal Air Force Museum acquires material to aid illustration and interpretation of its Permanent Collection. This body of material is known as the Interpretive Collection and the following statement of purpose defines what may be acquired and how the collection is managed.
2. The Interpretive Collection is defined as:
a)  Material outside the remit of the Collecting Statement for the Permanent Collection which is important and stimulating for the interpretation of the Permanent Collection; either on display or in use at events.
b)  Working objects where sufficient examples already exist in the Permanent Collection.
3. Objects that are ancillary parts of a display, or where their condition will deteriorate significantly as a result of display, will from part of the Spares and Case Dressings Collection, see Appendix C. 

Interpretive Collection Management

4. The Interpretive Collection is managed by the specialist curatorial departments of the Museum’s Collections Division and owned by the Trustees of the RAF Museum. Loans in to the Interpretive Collection are not accepted.
5. Items are only acquired for the Interpretive Collection when they fulfil a specified purpose within an exhibition or as a working object. This purpose is recorded in the object’s documentation, including its electronic Collections Management System (CMS) record, so that the object’s use and retention may be assessed.
6. The Interpretive Collection necessarily remains secondary to the Museum’s Permanent Collection. On this basis the following factors are considered when acquiring material for the Interpretive Collection:
a)  Cost of acquisition, on-going storage and maintenance requirements.
b)  Whether the object is already represented in the permanent collection of the RAF Museum or another Accredited museum. Where it is not, precedence is given to the object’s acquisition into an Accredited permanent collection for preservation in perpetuity.
c)  The burden placed on curatorial time must be outweighed by benefits to exhibition quality, and visitor enjoyment and stimulation.
7. Objects entering the Interpretive Collection are allocated unique numbers using the prefix “I” followed by seven digits, broken into three and four digit segments, including any leading zeros (e.g. I001-0048). They are marked with their number according to the priorities set out in the Labelling and Marking Policy for the Permanent Collection (RAFM/DCM/2/6/15/1).
8. The Interpretive Collection is incorporated into the Permanent Collection’s annual cycle of stock checks.

9. Apart from the exceptions stated in this document, the Interpretive Collection is a sufficiently valuable resource for the Collections Management Policies of the Permanent Collection to apply; for example but not limited to Loans, Movement and Responding to Loss.

Documentation
10. Transactions involving Interpretive Collection Objects are managed using RAF Museum Collections Management forms; for example but not limited to Entry, Transfer of Title, Loan-Out and Exit forms.
11. Each object has an electronic CMS record completed to at least Inventory level using the number sequence outlined above (see Accessioning Policy for the Permanent Collection RAFM/DCM/2/6/3/9).  All records on the CMS will have the following, an object status of Interpretative; classified as interpretative item; Object Naming will be controlled from a dedicated section of the OCTARA; Subject indexing is not required.  
Storage
12. Objects from the Interpretive Collection will not normally be held in storage. However, while on exhibition and where temporary storage is required objects from the Interpretive Collection will be kept with the Permanent Collection providing they are not fuelled and do not pose any other hazard.
Use of the Collection
13. Objects in the Interpretive Collection may be used according to their specified purpose. Usually this will be as part of static displays, but where objects have been acquired for use as working objects within exhibitions or at events they may be operated, climbed on or entered into. This activity must be supervised by trained RAF Museum personnel.
Disposal
14. While objects in the Interpretive Collection are preserved as much as possible, it may cease to be possible or cost-effective to maintain working objects. In this situation, the working object is dispersed in accordance with the Museum’s Dispersal Guidelines (RAFM/DCM/2/6/3/8) and via application to the Museum’s Acquisitions and Disposals Committee.
15. Similarly, when the specified purpose for which an object in the Interpretive Collection expires; for example when an exhibition ends, the object is no longer required by the Museum and is subject to the Dispersal Guidelines (RAFM/DCM/2/6/3/8) via application to the Museum’s Acquisitions and Disposals Committee.
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