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APPENDIX C: THE ROYAL AIR FORCE MUSEUM’S STATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR THE SPARES AND CASE DRESSINGS COLLECTION


Introduction
1. The Royal Air Force Museum holds a body of material for use in displays and restoration, known as the Spares and Case Dressings Collection. The following paragraphs define what may be held in this collection and how it will be managed.
2. The Collection exists to provide a source of material:

a) To aid the display of objects from the Permanent and Interpretive Collections. It is accepted that the condition of such case dressings may deteriorate over time.

b) For the restoration, fitting out or completion of larger objects already held, or which may be acquired in the future, by the Museum.
c) To support the display of items from the Museum’s Permanent Collection while on loan.

d) In exceptional cases, for trade with other Accredited Museums and Heritage groups where the end result improves the holdings of the Museum’s Permanent Collection.

3. Only non-unique objects that are already represented in either the RAF Museum or another Accredited permanent collection are permitted within the Spares and Case Dressings Collection.

Spares and Case Dressing Collection Management
4. The Spares and Case Dressings Collection is managed by the specialist curatorial departments of the Museum’s Collections Division and owned by the Trustees of the RAF Museum. Loans in to the Spares and Case Dressings Collection are not accepted.
5. The Museum already holds a substantial Spares and Case Dressings Collection that will only be added to in exceptional circumstances and with the agreement of the Acquisitions and Disposals Committee.
6. Objects in the Spares and Case Dressings Collections are numbered, marked and documented by curatorial departments. Transactions involving spares and case dressings use standard RAF Museum Entry, Exit, Loan-Out and any other relevant collections management forms.
7. Spares and case dressings which are not in use in exhibition, restoration or on loan are stored at RAF Museum Stafford.

8. Permission must be sought from the Keeper of the relevant curatorial department before any Spares and Case Dressings Collection object is used in restoration, traded or disposed of due to degraded condition. Keepers must inform the Acquisitions and Disposals Committee of any such activity.
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