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COLLECTING STATEMENT 

CHAPTER 1 - INTRODUCTION


TASK

1. The Royal Air Force Museum’s Permanent Collection is acquired, preserved, stored and documented by the specialist curatorial departments of the Museum’s Collections Division at three sites; RAF Museum London, RAF Museum Cosford (formerly the Aerospace Museum) and RAF Museum Stafford. The paragraphs below describe the parts of the Permanent Collection maintained by each collecting department. 
2. The Permanent Collection generally is to consist of material relating to:

a) The history and traditions of the Royal Air Force

b) Air Power and Defence

c) Aviation links with the Royal Air Force

3. The purpose of this Collecting Statement is to define how objects and material will be selected for acquisition into the Permanent Collection.  Further information can be found in Appendices A-C of this document regarding secondary collections held by the Museum, and in the Museum’s Acquisitions and Disposals Policy regarding the management of the Permanent Collection.
THE DEPARTMENT OF AIRCRAFT AND EXHIBITS
4. The artefacts are divided into the following categories:

a) Aircraft, complete; powered and un-powered.
b) Aircraft components, structures and major sub-assemblies.
c) Aircraft equipment and fittings.
d) Engines and their accessories including propellers.
e) Weapons - firearms, dropped and launched ordnance, pyrotechnics, drill and practice rounds.  Also included are weapon carriers and associated delivery apparatus.

f) Instruments - used in the operation, navigation and performance monitoring of aircraft, marine craft or land vehicles but not relating to their servicing or testing.

g) Communications and radar equipment - air or ground radios, telecommunications - voice or text transmission - public address equipment, visual signalling equipment.

h) Tools - hand and machine with associated mounting or operating apparatus.

i) Aircraft Servicing Equipment, including Ground Handling Equipment
ii) Associated Servicing Equipment

i) General station equipment - fixtures, workshop general equipment and airfield fixed equipment.

j) Land vehicles, powered and un-powered, wheeled or tracked, including weapon transporters and lifters, railway locomotives and rolling stock.

k) Sea vehicles - marine craft, air-dropped rescue craft, and buoys.

l) Safety and survival equipment, other than clothing (parachutes, dinghies etc).

m) Commemorative material - artefacts having some connection with the history of the RAF or its ‘culture’ but which may not 
have a functional purpose.

n) Medical and casualty management equipment.

o) Models.

THE DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL ARTS, MEDALS AND UNIFORMS
5. This department collects the following types of object:
a) Medals & Clothing – this section further subdivides;

i) Clothing, which consists of; uniform and normal working dress;  special clothing including combat kit, flying clothing and protective dress; uniform accessories, badges and “kit”.
ii) Medals and decorations including the robes and insignia of Orders of Chivalry.

b) Fine Art – paintings, drawings, prints, posters and sculpture.

c) Photographic – prints, negatives, transparencies and slides.

d) Film & Sound Recordings – film, video, disc and tape audio recordings.
Specialist Curators are allocated to manage each type.  The collections policy for the Fine Art, Photographic and Film sections will be dealt with in chapter three of this document.

THE DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH AND INFORMATION SERVICES

6. The Department of Research and Information Services collects documents, including written records and reports, plans, drawings, log-books and forms; printed material including manuals, Air Publications, books, periodicals and Air Diagrams; and electronic records including versions of the above examples (see Electronic Records Policy (RAFM/DCM/2/6/3/7)).
THE CURRENT COLLECTION
7. Little control was exercised over the quantity of material accepted into the above collections in the period 1962-1986.  This was the result of:

a)  Enthusiasm to build the Museum’s collection from scratch.

b)  Acceptance of certain duplicated material because of the source from which it originated; i.e. not wishing to give offence.
c)  A policy of accepting poor examples of objects because a better one might never be offered.
8. The undesirable effects of the practices described above were:

a) Continued acceptance of duplicate material due to an incomplete catalogue.

b) Accrual of artefacts surplus to requirements as the Museum did not have a policy or procedure allowing their disposal.

c) Growing body of artefacts in need of research time for identification and assessment.
9. Since 1986 a more restrained collecting policy has been operated, though its parameters were not formally recorded at that stage.  In 1994 a formal, general collection and disposal policy was formulated and from 1997 it and other Collections Management Policies have been instituted.  The policy below is a detailed reflection of this.

THE PURPOSE OF THE COLLECTION
10. To build a material record of the objects used, worn or operated by the personnel of the organisations stated in the policy aim outlined above.  The military forces and other bodies covered by that statement to receive priority as below:

a) The Royal Air Force including the WRAF 1918-20, WAAF 1939-1949 and the WRAF 1949-1994, Princess Mary’s RAF Nursing Service, allied air and reserve forces operating within the RAF 1939-1945, the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service.

b) The Royal Engineers Air Battalion, the Royal Observer Corps, the Air Training Corps, the Air Defence Cadet Corps and other British air cadet organisations.

c) The Air Transport Auxiliary and the Civil Air Guard. 

d) The British Emergency, Civil Defence and Auxiliary Services for periods when their activities run closely in parallel with those of the armed services.

e) The air forces of the United States of America.

f) The Imperial German air forces and the Luftwaffe 1933-1945.

g) The Imperial Japanese air forces 1939-1945.

h) Other allied air forces (focusing primarily on NATO).

i) Other enemy air forces.
j) The Army Air Corps and other British Army air forces, the Fleet Air Arm post 1938.

k) Other civilian organisations associated with the RAF.

11. Hereafter in this document for purposes of convenience the terms RAF or the Service will be used.  It is to be understood that in the use of these words all of the other organisations mentioned above are to be included.
12. The material thus acquired is intended to serve the following specific purposes:

a) To aid the historical interpretation of the RAF in all its aspects by making this material available for research.

b) To provide material for public display within the Museum or in external locations.

COLLECTIONS POLICY IN RELATION TO RESOURCES
13. The Museum normally looks to acquire, subject to availability, three examples of each relevant artefact. No maximum figure is in place for the Museum’s requirements for a particular object, and each artefact is to be considered individually by Curators before applying this limitation. This guideline is relevant to most of the Museum collections, but generally excludes aircraft, engines and commemoratives. 
14. The factors which bear upon future collecting are as follows:

a) Historical importance

b) A realistic assessment of the usefulness of the artefact

c) The Museum’s future requirements for exhibitions and the likelihood that the artefact can be displayed 

d) Size, weight and storage requirements

e) Condition and whether the object can replace an already existing but less fine example

f) Rarity - scarcity value (the latter is to be assessed both in relation to the RAF Museum collection and to the holdings of other museums with aviation collections in the UK, particularly the Science and Imperial War museums)
g) Value for money, in terms of the above factors, where artefacts are offered to the Museum for purchase or where an acquisition will entail substantial conservation or restoration work
15. In the application and interpretation of the factors outlined at 14 above the following should be taken into consideration:

a) Condition and rarity/scarcity value; the rarity of the object should outweigh any deficiencies in condition such that any conservation work to make the object fit for display or research is worthwhile.  The acquisition of major components or sub-assemblies, which would aid the conservation of these rare artefacts, is therefore an important part of the Museum’s collecting activity.
b) Rarity/scarcity value assessments should also consider the holdings of other UK aviation or military museum collections.  However, the duplication of artefacts held in other museum collections does not preclude RAF Museum acquisitions.
c) Assessing usefulness and display potential is inherently associated with considerations of size, weight and storage requirements. Whilst the collection is not solely for public display, the resources of space and personnel available to the Museum to deliver its Duty of Care to objects is limited.  In addition, the Museum must plan for the future acquisition and storage of artefacts reflecting the existing and developing Royal Air Force.  The Division must therefore exercise a strict control over the acquisition of large items which are unlikely to be either displayed or used for reference.

d) Assessment of historical importance can be measured not only in terms of provable facts about an object, but also in terms of the Service’s collective emotional response to particular objects.  The RAF is part of popular culture and the Museum must therefore consider the significance of objects which symbolise the RAF in the popular imagination; this type of object may be ephemeral or intrinsically unimportant without its context.  Whilst technology will inevitably be a major constituent of our collection, the story of the people behind the technology is also a vital element of the Service’s history. 

POLICY IN RELATION TO COLLECTING DEPARTMENTS
16. Each collecting department is dealt with separately in the following chapters, and is preceded by a background assessment, where it can realistically be made, of the strengths and weaknesses of the collection as it stands in 2006.
17. All artefacts retained are assumed to be in the best condition obtainable at the time.  If more perfect examples are offered than those presently held, the most inferior example may be disposed of in accordance with the Museum’s Acquisitions and Disposals Policy.

CHAPTER 2 - AIRCRAFT & 3-D OBJECTS

AIRCRAFT

1. The list of aircraft which the RAF Museum intends to collect is issued as a separate document and retained under confidential cover.  Though this list is intended to reflect what the RAF Museum should collect, it is informed by what is thought may be in existence at the time of compilation.   Aircraft previously thought not to have survived may be added if this subsequently proves to be incorrect.  When acquiring aircraft it is important to obtain also the associated ground support equipment and handling equipment which is necessary for dismantling, assembling and manoeuvring the aircraft. 

AIRCRAFT COMPONENTS, STRUCTURES & MAJOR SUB-ASSEMBLIES

Aircraft Components

2. The Museum will normally collect aircraft components for the following reasons:

a) To be permanent collection artefacts in their own right which demonstrate technological development or which have a commemorative purpose.

b) To provide component support for aircraft which the Museum does not currently hold but which are on the ‘wants list’.
c) Surplus examples of aircraft components may enter the Spares Collection, see Appendix C.
3. The Museum should continue to acquire aircraft components directly related to airframes which it holds within the collection and which have a deficient equipment fit.  For example aircraft seats, control columns, control cables, equipment trays, weapon racks etc.

Aircraft Structure & Major Sub-Assemblies
4. The RAF Museum already holds examples of wood and metal aircraft structures and a number of major sub-assemblies.  It will continue to collect a small number of carefully selected representative cockpit sections and selective examples of undercarriage assemblies which may include a part of a wing or fuselage.  Collecting will cover material from all periods.  Examples should be typical examples rather than a comprehensive collection.  The RAF Museum should continue to collect wings and flying surfaces only if they are considered to represent a major type, demonstrate technological development or are from an aircraft type on the Museum’s aircraft ‘wants list’.

5. The Museum should hold artefacts which are good illustrations of structure and materials.  The Museum has a good collection of wood structure, either in the form of wings, wing ribs or fuselage structure.  The Museum should expand its holdings of British patented metal aircraft structure.  The material from which the structure is made should also be represented in the collection (e.g. steel, aluminium, magnesium, titanium, plastic and into complex composite materials).  In the search for examples of material usage the Museum should not overlook the non-structural areas of an aircraft (e.g. cockpit canopy and internal wall lining).

Tyres

6. This collection is large and occupies significant storage space.

7. The Museum will normally collect such artefacts to be permanent collection holding examples of artefacts in their own right which demonstrate technological development.  Surplus examples of tyres may enter the Spares Collection, see Appendix C.
8. When acquiring a whole airframe through the RAF disposal process at least two spare sets of tyres will also be requested.
Aircraft Equipment & Fittings

9. A representative set of aircraft equipment and fittings will normally accompany each aircraft.  Alternative lists of aircraft equipment and fittings will also be collected to ensure that future exhibition requirements can be met.
AERO ENGINES & ACCESSORIES

Background

10. The Museum holds a collection of complete, sectioned and un-installed aero engines, which it has acquired from the Service, industry and by purchase.  In addition it has a small number of wrecked engines obtained from crash sites.

11. Although the collection has a few foreign engines which powered enemy or allied aircraft, it has very few examples of American engines used by the Service.  Significant groups of engines are held for the post 1945 period, but some important engines are missing from all periods of Service history.

12. The engines held by the Museum often lack accessories (engine-driven parts of an aircraft such as pumps, propellers etc.), and there are no holdings in our collection.  The Museum has a large collection of wooden propellers, but holdings of other engine accessories are not comprehensive.
13. The Museum holds a large number of wooden propellers although a number are in less than perfect condition.  Its holdings of later metal and composite material propellers are poor and fragmentary.  The Museum should consider holding or acquiring no more than two fine examples of each wooden propeller, in addition to those fitted to aircraft.  A review will be made with a view to de-accessioning those wooden propellers below the acceptable standard if they duplicate other better examples.
Aero Engines

14. The collection should have at least one example of each type of engine in addition to those fitted in the aircraft held within the RAF Museum collection.  In addition the Museum should attempt to obtain examples of all production aero engines used by the RAF and its progenitors not already represented in the aircraft collection.  In normal circumstances any fine quality example would be sufficient to meet the Museum’s needs.  However if the engine is incomplete or damaged and there is no realistic hope of acquiring a better example then an imperfect engine is acceptable for the collection.  Additional examples of a particular engine should not be held unless they have a significant micro-historical context.

15. The Museum should also consider the acquisition of single examples of aero engines which illustrate major technological developments.  These could include both successful and unsuccessful engines.  Obviously the predominance will be in those that succeeded in pushing engine, or engine accessory, development forward.

16. Examples of foreign-built engines will normally be obtained if they powered aircraft in the RAF Museum aircraft collection or had a particularly outstanding performance.

17. During the inventory stage the Museum should take the opportunity critically to review its collection of sea and land site wrecked engines, with a view to their future viability as part of the aero-engine collection.

Propellers

18. Metal propellers, because of their size and weight require special consideration.  The Museum cannot afford the significant storage or handling commitment required in holding examples of each major production series, but it should strive to obtain examples of the major technological types whether that is in material, construction or form.  For example the RAF Museum should have variable pitch, contra-rotating and co-axial propellers, as well as examples of metal, composite and exotic material composition.

19. The Museum should only collect rotor blades as part of helicopters acquired for the collection. Single blades will not be collected.
20. Single examples of propeller hubs and rotor heads should form part of the collection where they illustrate major technological developments.

Engine Accessories

21. The Museum will normally collect engine accessories to be permanent collection artefacts in their own right which demonstrate technological development.  Surplus examples of engine accessories may enter the Spares Collection, see Appendix C.
WEAPONS

Safety Note
22. No known examples of LIVE ORDNANCE are to be accepted into the collection. All newly acquired ordnance items must be segregated for checking before being put in normal storage unless they are received through Service or police sources with the most up-to-date certificates.   All de-activation or un-making of ammunition must be performed by officially recognised authorities.  The Museum is not authorised to undertake this work.

Background

23. The firearms collection comprises approximately 1600 items, acquired either from Service sources or from police amnesties.  The latter have resulted in a significant quantity of non-core material entering the permanent collection.

24. The collection of ordnance material is substantial, with many notable gaps.  For example, almost all British missiles and early patterns of depth charge and larger sizes of anti-submarine bomb are under-represented.  The pyrotechnic collection is inadequate in terms of both quantity and breadth.  American ordnance, as used by the RAF in WWII, is absent, and anti-aircraft guns are on loan only.  The collection has neither Le Prieur anti-airship/balloon rockets nor air-laid sea mines.  The collection has a selection of turrets, some without their operating gear.

Air Weapons

25. The air weapons selection should have a full armament fit for each of its aircraft, aircraft gun turrets or mountings on other land or sea vehicles.

26. In addition it should hold a reserve of one third of the number of British guns fitted to its aircraft and a reserve of a quarter of the foreign guns.  This reserve will serve as the pool from which guns for individual display will be drawn.

27. A sectioned example of each gun, if available, should be held in addition to the complete examples.

Turrets

28. The collection requires one of each type of gun turret which forms part of the equipment of any of the aircraft in the collection, in addition to the examples which are actually fitted.  Where a particular gun turret was of significance for its design, or some other feature, it should be held regardless of the fact that no aeroplane to which it was fitted exists within the collection.  Where a turret was used both in aircraft and in marine craft, examples of, or examples capable of being modified to, the different roles should be held.

29. In addition an allowance of duplicated turrets should be permitted for cannibalisation.   All of these turrets should be capable of being armed.

Small Arms
30. The collection needs examples of all small arms officially used by the Services:  five examples of each should suffice in the majority of cases.

31. Small arms used against the RAF specifically, preferably in examples captured in operations, should be collected.  This may include ‘home-made’ small arms derived from the North West Frontier, Malaya or Kenya/MauMau operations.

32. Standard types of common allied or enemy small arms should be held, but only as single examples.

33. Standard Service issue of small arms additional to those above, but which happen to have been the property of a notable or senior officer or airman should not be held if they duplicate existing holdings unless the weapon was used for some particularly notable episode in the individual’s career, i.e. has micro-historical significance.

Air Dropped Ordnance
34. The collection requires bombs, depth charges, mines, target indicators, photo flashes - three examples of each standard type of ordnance should suffice, though larger numbers of the commoner types are desirable for display purposes.  If necessary the Museum should acquire bombs without tail units (i.e. the explosive section only) and tails without bombs (i.e. the stabilising element only) in order that we should have some capacity to match parts when required.

Rockets & Missiles

35. At least one example of each major variant or significant mark of missile used by the RAF should be collected.  For each aircraft represented in the collection which was primarily or usually fitted with missiles, we should seek to acquire one complete fit of the most typical missiles appropriate to the aircraft.  If we have an example of that aircraft type at each museum location we should seek to acquire a fit for each of those aircraft.

Carriers, Racks, Rails, Pylons & Release Gear
36. A representative set of combat role equipment (e.g. pylons, pods and tanks) will normally accompany each aircraft.  Alternative combat role equipment sets will also be collected to ensure that future exhibition requirements can be met.

Pyrotechnics
37. The aim should be to collect sufficient to be capable of displaying one complete fit for the most well-equipped aircraft represented in the collection for the period concerned.  Thus for WWII maritime pyrotechnics the Sunderland should be considered the standard; for bombers the Lancaster should be the standard.  In the likely eventuality of the RAF Museum not being able to acquire all that is needed for these aircraft enough will, nevertheless, have been obtained for the Walrus, Stranraer or the Wellington.

Ammunition
38. At least two representative rounds of each of the sub-types of ammunition for each of the weapons should be collected; one of these rounds will preferably be sectioned.  In addition allowance is permitted for de-activated rounds, with links or belts, for display purposes.

Fuses, Pistols, Detonators etc

39. One example of each type is required, preferably sectioned, plus sufficient examples properly to equip all of the weapons represented in the collection in which those devices were used.

INSTRUMENTS
40. The collection will contain sufficient examples to provide complete installations for each aircraft/marine craft/vehicle in the collection.

41. In addition a reserve is required of:

a) Five examples of all British cockpit instrument panel instruments and three examples of foreign instruments (these figures based on the number of engines most commonly found in British and foreign aircraft).  Where appropriate the instruments should be supported by the electronic or mechanical apparatus necessary to their functioning.

b) Three examples each of hand-operated navigation instruments.

c) Two each bomb and torpedo sights plus the electronic or mechanical underlying system components.

d) Gun sights - hand operated guns - examples of each sight sufficient to equip each example of the gun in the collection.

e) Gun sights - fixed guns - four examples of each turret-used gun sight and two examples of each cockpit used type.

COMMUNICATIONS & RADAR DETECTION EQUIPMENT
42. This collection covers an enormous part of the RAF Museum’s artefact collection and includes radio receivers/transmitters, radar transmitters/receivers, jammers, IFF, decoys, sonobouys, ground radios, special duties radios and beacons, forward air control equipment, rescue and marker beacons, teleprinters and coding and decoding machines.

43. Due to a lack of expertise, cataloguing in this area has not been comprehensive and much of it remains poorly identified.

44. The Museum should be in a position to fit out completely all its aircraft and those it can reasonably expect to acquire through its ‘wants list’.  This policy should also apply to vehicles which should be fitted out with their appropriate communications equipment, whether this be radio, radar or visual signalling equipment.  In addition, the Museum should hold a reserve of two examples of each major type of radio/radar, together with all its connectors, wiring aerials, scanners etc.  Foreign communications equipment should only be held if the Museum holds an aircraft or vehicle in which it was used, and then only one additional set over and above that required to fit out the aircraft or vehicle.  Exceptions may be made if the equipment was a major factor in the success/failure of RAF operations.

45. Single examples of watch office/ATC control tower communications equipment should be held for the major periods already set out.

46. In addition the RAF Museum should hold examples, from each period, of radio equipment used by resistance agents, forward air controllers, special forces infiltrators and RAF Regiment soldiers.

47. Four examples of visual signalling equipment such as mirrors, flares, lamps and ground markers should be held for each major period.  NO FLARES SHOULD BE HELD UNLESS INERT.

48. Ground to air radar aerials are both bulky and unlikely to receive appropriate display space and would present a conservation task which the Museum could not realistically undertake.  The Museum should only consider acquisition of ground to air radar equipment if it has a display space already allotted and the necessary RAF support to re-assemble.  RAF Neatishead currently houses and supports the Air Defence Battle Command and Control Museum.  In place of acquiring ground to air radar equipment the Museum should undertake an active policy of obtaining contemporary models, drawings and photographs illustrating this aspect of RAF history.

GENERAL STATION EQUIPMENT 

Background

49. This collection covers office furniture and equipment, domestic furniture, mess furniture, barrack furniture, street furniture, station notice boards, fire fighting equipment and alarms, civilian furniture, furniture of special historical significance, tents and standard workshop furniture, soft furnishings, flooring and finishes.

Office and Domestic Furniture & Equipment
50. The Museum holds a collection of obsolete furniture and fixtures usually obtained from barracks stores immediately after the material has been struck off charge.  This collection has significant social historical content and is important in enhancing displays and interpretion of people and situations.

51. The Museum should hold sufficient furniture and fixtures so that it could equip at least one office area and one domestic/living space from each of the major periods set out.  Additionally it should hold single examples of special furniture; e.g. Halton Apprentice’s folding bed.

52. The Museum should in exceptional circumstances hold items of historic significance; e.g. Bomber Command C in C’s desk.

53. Civilian furniture should not be acquired unless it has a direct connection with an historical aviation personality, e.g. Barnes Wallis’ drawing board, or it is likely to be useful to interpret social history e.g. wartime conditions.

Workshop
54. Standard benches and trestles should only enter the Spares and Case Dressings Collection, see Appendix C. 

Airfield Fixed Equipment
55. The Museum should collect airfield fixed equipment where storage implications and display potential allow.  For example the Museum can and should acquire multiple examples of runway lights, but can only collect contemporary models, drawings and photographs of larger items.
Tools
56. The design of tools, rather than their functionality, is indicative of the period in which they were used.  The examples referred to below must therefore be seen as relating to periods 1890 to 1920, 1921 to 1950, 1951 to 1975, 1976 to 1990, 1991 to present day.  The examples listed below should be collected for each of the periods set out.
57. The collection will consist of;

a) Specialists’ hand tools - two examples of each specialist tool - armourers, bomb disposal, parachute packers, individual engine or propeller fitting tools.

b) Test gear for any type of equipment - no more than one example of each.
c) Common hand tools - two examples.

d) Hand-held power tools - one example.

e) Machine tools - one example.

f) Test pieces - a collection drawn from all historical periods giving the widest possible coverage of RAF Apprentice work and of training pieces made by airmen other than Apprentices.

AIRCRAFT GROUND HANDLING, MAINTAINENCE & SUPPORT EQUIPMENT

Background

58. The collection as it stands at present is very small when compared with the various types of equipment used by the Service over the years.  Where necessary for the handling and management of the Museum’s aircraft, support equipment remains in use and forms part of the Working Collection, see Appendix A.
Collecting Policy

59. Wherever possible and practicable the special handling equipment for each aircraft in the collection should be acquired and retained.  However it is recognised that only a very limited quantity of general purpose equipment can be collected.

60. The collection should aim to provide examples of equipment types relevant to displayed aircraft, e.g. an appropriate power generator or supply set for a particular aircraft.  Such equipment is principally for use in the interpretation of the aeroplane.

LAND VEHICLES

Background

61. The Museum’s collection of vehicles has been built up mainly from obsolete equipment transfers from the Service complemented with a small purchased element.  The collection should be considered both as adjuncts to the aircraft and as stand-alone exhibits representing the range of specialist support provided by RAF MT.  The Museum should provide a model collection of RAF motor transport, particularly representing larger vehicles, to provide more coverage of this field.

Collecting Policy
62. Vehicles can be divided into two groups;

a) General Service vehicles
b) Specialist vehicles

63. General Service Vehicles - The RAF Museum should only hold single examples of general Service vehicles from the following periods 1890-1914, 1915-1935, 1936-1950, 1951-1975, 1970 to date.  This policy refers to motorcycles, cars, vans and lorries.

64. Specialist Service vehicles - The RAF Museum should only hold single examples of these specialist vehicles from the following periods 1890-1914, 1915-1935, 1936-1950, 1951-1975, 1970 to date.

a) Ambulances & medical vehicles
b) Armoured fighting vehicles
c) Fire engines
d) Refuelling tankers
e) Towing vehicles
f) Starters/Ground support and replenishment equipment

65. Other vehicles such as boats, trains, caravans and trailers, sweepers, cranes, RVT’s, snow clearers etc should be considered on a case by case basis and represented by single generic examples only.

Weapons Trolleys & Loaders

66. The Museum holds a number of weapons trolleys which have been acquired from Service sources.  The Museum should hold at least two examples of each type of standard weapons trolley known to exist from all periods and single examples of any special-to-type trolleys from all periods.  This is particularly relevant if the Museum holds an example of the weapon intended for that type of trolley.

67. Examples of specialist wheeled weapons loaders should be held for the post-war periods set out above.

Servicing Equipment Trolleys & Vehicles

68. The Museum should limit collecting of such equipment to representative examples of general purpose ground servicing equipment with a particular emphasis on equipment related to front line combat types; e.g. equipment related to fighter QRA.  The Museum cannot afford the storage space required for such items unless the Museum has a reasonable expectation of display use.

SAFETY & SURVIVAL
Background

69. The safety and survival collection is unstructured; it consists principally of aircrew survival aids from the moment they evacuate the aircraft until the moment they are picked up.  It does not include communications gear which appears under Radio etc. or Ordnance. It does not include ground protective clothing, either for combat or work, which are within the Clothing category.

Parachutes & Associated Gear
70. British Equipment - The Museum collection will contain:
a) Examples of all standard parachute assemblies, harnesses and packs, preferably with their canopies.

b) Examples of all RAF parachute garments of late 1930’s - wartime period and harnesses to go with them.

c) Representative examples of ejection seats selected to exhibit significant advances in design or major differences required by aircraft application.

d) Examples of all life jackets, though single examples only of standard marks having minor differences for aircraft application post 1970, with all associated survival gear - torches, whistles, sea markers, shark repellents etc.

e) Survival clothing - temperate, jungle, arctic - inflatable or ‘normal’.

f) Representative examples of aircraft dinghies - man-carried, holdall types and wing-housed types.

Foreign Equipment
71. Material should be collected on a representative-example-only basis where it is required for display, for comparative technical purposes or where certain features of design constitute the genesis of designs later adopted in British equipment.  For the purposes of this policy foreign manufactured equipment used by the RAF is to be collected as if it were British equipment.

72. Similarly representative examples of aircraft first-aid packs or survival medical kits will also suffice.
MODELS

Background

73. The present collection comprises about one third models commissioned from Wayland in the early 1970s and two thirds ‘others’ of various types and qualities.  Of this group many are commercially produced kits, though wind tunnel models, recognition models, topographical and target display models, manufacturers’ sample models and some large scale hobbyists’ models are included.

Collecting Policy

74. The RAF Museum should collect models not only of aircraft but of marine craft, vehicles, engines, weapons, buildings and topography.  As a general rule donated models should be roughly contemporary with the object which they represent.

75. For models commissioned by the Museum the uniform scale is 1:48.

76. No further donated examples of commercially produced kits to 1/72nd scale are to be accepted, though it may be necessary to commission these for special dioramas.

77. Wind tunnel models should be restricted to aircraft being developed for the Service or its procurement agencies in accordance with an experimental or operational specification.  

78. Topographical models - all RAF briefing models or other models of similar manufacture are to be accepted so long as their condition is good.  Examples made by amateurs must be carefully assessed as to accuracy and usefulness.  Particular consideration is to be paid to the long-term conservation implications of the combinations of potentially incompatible materials of which they are made.

79. Models made from parts of real aeroplanes or models particularly illustrative of aspects of the Service are to be given preferential adjudication despite deficiencies of presentation.  They are not however to be accepted if significantly inaccurate or poorly made unless they specially refer to some other relevant aspect of the Service’s history, e.g. models made by prisoners of war.  These models will be classified as Commemorative objects.

80. In general terms no broken models should be accepted and where possible cased or crated models are to be preferred.

81. Unmade kits will only be collected if they are examples of recreational, training or rehabilitation aids used by the Service.

82. As a general policy, and with the exception of aircraft, the Museum will use its photographic collection not its model collection to acquire representations of those artefacts which it cannot collect in full-scale.

CHAPTER 3 - CLOTHING, MEDALS & VISUAL ARTS

CLOTHING

Background
1. The Museum has a very large, rich collection, though not comprehensive and with numerous multiples in some areas.  Acquiring a multiplicity of examples was seen as a means of ensuring that at least one good example could be guaranteed to survive; as storage conditions improve the collection should be weeded of deteriorated examples and duplicate items.  There are still notable gaps in the collection; viz Chaplains’ kit, RNAS kit of all ranks, RFC tropical clothing, WWII Far East jungle kit.  The acquisition of kit of ranks other than that of officers is more difficult and greater emphasis should be placed on its acquisition where possible.  Ceremonial garments are collected within the Orders, Decorations & Medals collection.

2. The flying clothing collection is comprehensive, but deficient in the areas of early oxygen apparatus and lacks adequate representation of early electrically heated clothing.  It becomes patchy from the 1960s onwards.

3. There are small, though very important, gaps in the collection of webbing equipment.

4. Though extensive, the badge collection is not comprehensive.

5. The collection contains material relating to all of those organisations listed in paragraph 8 of the Introduction to this document.

NOTE:  The department has always maintained a policy not to alter or add to uniforms in order to make them more suitable for a particular display.  Wherever possible, both for research and display, genuine examples of Apprentice, Bomb Disposal, Marine Branch etc. clothing are taken for the collection despite the fact that they are essentially the same.

Uniform

6. The British Armed Forces collection will consist of up to 3 examples of:

a) Each Sealed Pattern garment, badge or piece of equipment.

b) Each pattern of each specific rank of Airman’s/Airwoman’s uniform garments.

c) Each pattern of each specific rank of officers’ garments.

d) Garments bearing unusual, non-standard, interesting or useful trade, rank or nationality insignia.

e) Standard issue garments officially or unofficially converted or adapted.

f) Unofficial garments permitted to be worn.

g) Garments worn by particular individuals of known history regardless of whether they duplicate existing anonymous holdings.

h) Protective clothing - Representative examples of fire-fighters; anti-gas or other NBC type warfare equipment will suffice.

7. The Foreign Armed Forces collection will consist of four sets of uniform clothing each for male commissioned and non-commissioned ranks, and one set each for female commissioned and non-commissioned ranks, of any relevant allied or enemy armed force specific to the time period when they were most in co-operation/conflict with the British Armed Services.

Flying Clothing
8. The British Armed Services collection will consist of:

a) Examples of all British flying clothing of WWI whether officially issued, privately purchased or individually fashioned.

b) Examples of all British flying clothing of the inter-war period including selected civilian items which later influenced military kit and those quasi-civilian items used by the Auxiliary Air Force.

c) Examples of all British or Dominion flying clothing issued in the WWII in any theatre of war.

d) Examples of any foreign flying clothing issued to or captured and used by British personnel (Soviet flying boots, French or US flying helmets adapted for wear in RAF equipped aircraft).

e) Examples of private purchase items (Bazaar-made flying helmets, Luxor goggles, locally-made Gulf War flying suits).

f) Examples of campaign modified flying clothing.

g) Examples of universal pattern RAF flying kit post 1950, supplemented by examples of ‘Special-to-Type’ kit where there is a significant, operationally necessary, difference between kit worn in one aircraft and kit worn in another (Harrier flap-over boots etc).

9. The Foreign Armed Services collection will consist of:

a) Examples of German, American and Japanese flying kit of WWII.

b) Representative single complete kits of French, Italian and Soviet flying clothing of WWII.

c) Representative single complete kits of all allied and enemy flying clothing of WWI.

d) Representative single complete kits of Warsaw Pact forces clothing, particularly if the collection contains an example of the foreign aircraft in which that kit was used (e.g. MiG 15).
e) Representative single complete kinds of post WWII enemy flying clothing including Argentinean and Iraqi. 

f) The collection should accept single garments of foreign flying clothing divorced from their context and dating from periods when the country of origin was not actively engaged with or against the RAF ONLY when the garment incorporates technical features which were subsequently adopted for British flying kit.

ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS

Background

10. The collection has been built up on the basis of a very wide acceptance policy which did not even always include asking for the recipient’s name.  Orders, decorations and medals from all ranks of the Service were collected with fine groups from many senior and historically important officers.  The Museum’s policy is that all medals offered as donations relating to the British flying services and their auxiliaries are to be accepted as they reflect the personal history of the Service.
11. The insignia of Orders of Knighthood in the form of ceremonial garments are included within this collection, not within Clothing.

12. Foreign decorations have only been, and should continue to be collected in exceptional circumstances or where they were awarded to British airmen.  Foreign decorations are acquired primarily with a specific display purpose in mind and they will reside in the general galleries not in the Medal Room.

Collecting policy

13. The Museum will continue to collect widely from all ranks of the Service and from notable figures in British aviation.

14. Wherever possible donations should be accompanied by at least one photograph of the recipient in uniform, but preferably by a larger selection of photographs and documentation.

15. In every case the donor must be asked to provide as much information as possible about the career of the recipient in order that the contextual significance of the medal/s may be appreciated.

16. Every effort must be made to acquire all of the medals to which the recipient was entitled, even if not all of them were won during RAF or even military service.

17. Purchases of medals should be made only where the medal or group is an exceptional award or combination of awards, or where the recipient’s service and the operations for which the medals were awarded are illustrative of some aspect of RAF history not sufficiently covered by any other examples of material within the medal collection.

18. It is the Museum’s policy to retain medals in their original condition and with their original ribbons unless the latter are received in so degraded a condition as to prevent display.  Consideration should always be given to the conservation of ribbons in preference to their replacement.  Only where medals are too dirty to be distinguishable or are to be displayed in a context which requires them to be pristine will they be cleaned and inhibited.

19. Miniature medals will be collected only to form a representative collection for display purposes.  Full-size medals will be preferred on all occasions.  Only where the provenance is indisputable will miniatures to a senior officer be acceptable in the absence of the full-size group.  Where both sizes of group are offered by the donor the miniatures will only be taken in conjunction with the Mess kit on which they were worn.  In general there is a presumption against taking miniature medals.

20. Where a medal or decoration is offered with its original case the latter will be accepted so long as the medal is not fitted to a bar, i.e. the medal can be inserted into its case.  Such cases will be accessioned.
21. A small representative selection of postal despatch packets will be retained.  In the case of WWII medals the postal label on the box is often the only contemporary record of the recipient, therefore those taking-in such medals for the collection must record carefully as many details of the recipient as possible, whether from the box or from the donor.  Postal packets will be destroyed if left in the Museum’s custody.

COMMEMORATIVE
Background
22. A broad collection embracing many types of objects which are associated with the flying services but which are often of a non-functional nature.  At present the collection contains several major groups:

a) Trophies, many in silver, of great historical interest, aesthetic merit and monetary value.

b) Other silver including Mess table decorative pieces, domestic and ecclesiastical silver and presentation items - cigarette cases etc.

c) Medallions as awards of recognition, sporting achievement or some other commemorative purpose.

d) Objects made from aircraft materials.

e) Mascots, talismans, embroideries, jewellery and miscellaneous items of personal significance.

Collecting Policy

23. As the collection is now large and very varied further additions should be restricted to exceptional items only pre 1950, with more modern material illustrative of the Service continuing to be accepted on a limited basis.

MEDICAL & CASUALTY MANAGEMENT EQUIPMENT

Background

24. The small collection of medical and casualty management equipment contains examples of medical consumables - bandages, pharmaceuticals etc - and some equipment.  No systematic collecting has taken place and what exists is a miscellany of objects which does not form a cohesive collection either in terms of sets of equipment or a thorough coverage of any particular period.  There are also some large pieces of equipment which represent notable developments in the care of casualties-transported-by-air, e.g. the first airborne kidney dialysis machines, and a mobile dental surgery.

Collecting Policy

25. Collecting will concentrate on acquiring enough equipment to be able to ‘set dress’ one nurse and one medical orderly/ambulance medic of any particular period in order to aid interpretation of medical provision.  The types of kit used in three different types of medical environment need to be acquired;  these environments are:

a) Permanent hospitals
b) Station and mobile dental/medical surgeries
c) Casualty evacuation/emergency/ field hospital

26. As satisfactory coverage in this field will be difficult to achieve the deficiencies should be made up, wherever possible by photographic, fine art or archival coverage of this subject.

NOTE:  It has always been our practice to dispose of any morphia or other dangerous and prescribed drugs which may be included in such packs.  It cannot however be assumed that all such disposals have taken place.  Materials which in former times were used for medicinal purposes may now be considered unsafe under COSHH regulations.

FLAGS & BANNERS 

Background

27. At present the collection contains examples of standard flags, pennants and ensigns used on RAF stations, other military establishments and vehicles, both land and marine.  In addition there are banners relating to peerages or other honours, ceremonial banners, a few unit standards (though no official squadron standards), manufacturers’ company flags and commemorative display flags/banners associated with one-off events.

Collecting Policy

28. It is appropriate for the RAF Museum to continue to collect all of this type of material, though care must be taken not to overload resources with RAF ensigns and ephemeral event related banners.

FINE ART SECTION

Background

29. The Fine Art Section contains collections of pictures in various media, sculpture and commercial/public information art in the form of advertising posters or prints.  The section collects across artistic styles.  Though a preference is given to the acquisition of works which are contemporaneous with the events, objects or people which they represent, it remains legitimate to acquire retrospective representations of historical events.  Material of this type must be of a high artistic quality and, where the style is representational, the depiction must be accurate.  Recently-produced representational coverage normally should favour images of campaigns or events for which little contemporary material exists, e.g. the WWI campaigns in Africa and the Mediterranean.

30. The collection is strong in images from both World Wars and houses the Official War Artists collection of works commissioned by the Air Ministry during WWII.  It contains a good selection of works representing the inter-war period and has fair coverage of the 1950s and ‘60s.  From 1970 onwards the collection is weak.  Naturally much emphasis has been placed on pictures of aircraft and thus the ‘people of the Service’ or the ground activities associated with them are not well covered.  Coverage of notable individuals in portraits is good up to 1945, but is scarce thereafter.

31. The section has, in the past, commissioned some paintings of the current RAF and will continue to do so.  In order to fill particular gaps it may also commission retrospective works.

Collecting Policy

32. The aim of the collection must be to acquire as full and representative a body of work – both in terms of artistic style and image content – that it can in order to show the history of the Service and the impact of aviation on art from the first balloons onwards.  Although it will contain works by notable artists, it is not primarily concerned with the collection of great names in the field.  Works by amateur artists, which may not be as expertly executed as professional work, will be collected, and when the execution is contemporary with the event it will be given preference over later renditions of the same subject.  Efforts will be made to strengthen the holdings post 1950, though collecting is necessarily reactive not pro-active.

33. In the field of multiple example artworks - posters and commercial prints - no more than two examples of each variant of the particular image will be held.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION

Background

34. The photographic image is the most accurate and cost-effective means of recording the history of the Service. The Photographic Department has two fundamental facets; firstly that multiple images of essentially the same subject are held, and secondly that curatorial skills in the complex art of photo interpretation are developed.  The benefit to the Museum may be realised in both curatorial/interpretative terms and in commercial terms.

35. The Photographic collection has built up over the last thirty years and may be divided into the following components, the collection contains;

a) The PC series is a mixed collection with wide coverage of all aspects of the Service.  There are 40,000 individual original and copy prints and/or negatives, acquired 1970-1979 (PC series).

b) The P series contains primarily aircraft photographs.  There are 26,000 individual copy prints and copy negatives, acquired 1979-1989 (P series).

c) The Charles Brown collection is renowned for its aircraft photography, and also contains large numbers of non-aviation images.  It contains approximately 60,000 images, mostly on glass negatives.

d) The British Aerospace (Kingston) collection records the aircraft designed and largely produced for the British air services at Kingston from 1916 to the 1990s.  It contains 150,000 negatives and prints.  The material was acquired in 1995.

e) Many thousands of original prints acquired as part of the formation of the P series above, but not individually accessioned at the time.
f) Several tens of thousands of images in all forms, including albums, accepted by the Museum from 1965 onwards, but set aside for future research.

g) A large collection of photograph albums held in a discrete series.

h) A number of discrete groups of photographs are held by the section but not strictly as part of the collection.  These include prints from other museums acquired for display purposes by the Design department and whose use is heavily restricted.  It also includes photographs of the Museum and various batches of exhibits.

36. With the exception of the PC series the catalogued stock of photographs is heavily biased towards aircraft studies; the coverage of Service personnel, vehicles, marine craft, buildings, general atmospheric scenes and daily life is inadequate within those parts of the collection which are catalogued and available for use.  This range of subject matter is reasonable well covered in the material which remains uncatalogued, i.e. e) and f) above.  In terms of chronological coverage the collection is strong up to 1945-1950 but weakens thereafter.  Its principal asset is that most of the images are from personal sources and are not officially produced.  They tend therefore to show the reality of Service rather than a sanitised version of it.
NOTE: The volumes of images yet to be accessioned and/or catalogued make it impossible to assess the degree of image duplication.  Amongst these volumes a large number of images irrelevant to the Museum’s key areas are currently held.

Collecting Policy

37. The section will continue to collect across the entire time period of the Service.  Particular efforts should be made to acquire material covering the period 1950-present.  In addition special emphasis should be placed on the collection of images of buildings, radar or other defensive or communications installations and vehicles/servicing equipment which, because of its bulk or for other reasons, the Museum is unable to collect in its original form.  In general the section will aim to acquire the widest and most representative coverage of all aspects of the Service.

38. The section has supplementary duties to acquire and hold the following categories of material:

a) Images of medal recipients whose decorations are held within the Medal collection and of other donors using/wearing the artefacts they have given to the RAF Museum.

b) Photographs which will assist the Aircraft Department in its restoration projects and to hold all of those photographs accumulated within the Aircraft Department aircraft history files, whether they be historic prints or survey snaps of work in progress.

c) The collection of photographs of the RAF Museum buildings and site developments, the displayed aircraft and their interiors, and particular displays/exhibitions at Hendon.

39. The unaccessioned stock of material in the section should be surveyed for the ‘good’ examples therein and the findings should be accessioned into the collection.  The disposal of that which remains after this process is to be dealt with in accordance with the disposal policy.

40. The aim of the collection should be to assemble and catalogue as comprehensive a collection of images of the Service for research purposes as is possible.

FILM AND SOUND COLLECTION

Background

41. The collection contains approximately 6 million feet of film produced by private and institutional makers.  It is estimated that 60% of the collection is military material and 40% civil.  About a third of the collection consists of material copied from other collections to which we have only limited, internal user rights.  60% of the collection is catalogued but considering the collection as a whole, accessioned and unaccessioned, the source and copyright status is unknown in 45% of cases.  The paucity of the accessioning records going back to the early 1970s makes it highly likely that the Museum will never know the origins or the status of much of the film in its collection; this information simply was not recorded at the time of receipt.
42. The collection contains a very small amount of pre-WWI material, no WWI material; it has strong coverage of the 1920s and ‘30s, but is weak on WWII footage.  Good coverage is available from the late 1940s to the mid 1970s, and thereafter coverage becomes very weak.  This uneven coverage results from there being relatively little WWI film in any case, that all of the WWII film is held by the IWM and that post 1970 the RAF’s own film units were disbanded.  In addition private (home movie) and institutional film is much less common than before that period.

43. The collection contains three types of material:

a) Manufacturers’ films, 35-40% of the collection, divided into about 30% promotional material and 70% test film.

b) Privately produced, home movie material, approximately 30-35%.

c) Other types, 25-35% commercially produced newsreels and feature films including wartime propaganda films, Service training films, accident prevention films, recruitment films, strike films - camera gun and Bomber Command operational films.

Collecting Policy

44. The Section will collect moving pictures on all media covering all aspects of Service life - operational, social, training and technical.  It will seek to acquire good coverage of the products of the British aviation industry, particularly those made for the British Armed Services.  Material relating to Great Britain’s allies and enemies will be collected where feasible.  Film of civilian aviation will continue to be collected if it deals with British built or operated aircraft or is shot at a location in the United Kingdom, the Empire or the British Commonwealth of Nations.  This latter material must be of significant value in terms of the history of British aviation.

45. Though commercial exploitation is not a primary driving force in the acquisition of material it must nevertheless be borne in mind.  Wherever possible the RAF Museum is to acquire copyright to the material it collects.  Where transfer of copyright is not possible a formal agreement relating to the RAF Museum’s use of the film is to be entered into.

46. The Film Section is no longer to acquire copies of material belonging to another public institution.  Consideration is to be given to the commissioning of video films of the RAF at work so that an historical record of the Service may be maintained. 

CHAPTER 4 - ARCHIVE & LIBRARY

Background

1. The majority of material in the Archive and Library collections dates from the two world wars, with a reasonable representation of the inter-war years.  Although the preferred method of acquisition is by donation of original documents, copies (either electrostatic copies, or microfilm produced by the Museum or a contractor) will be accepted where the owner wished to retain the original.  Records in electronic form - such as compact discs containing word-processed text - may be collected. See Electronic Records Policy (RAFM/DCM/2/6/3/7).
2. The Archive section comprises large groups of papers from senior officers and other notable figures, records of the British aircraft industry (especially manufacturers’ drawings) site plans and building drawings, and a host of smaller groups of documents relating to individuals, such as aircrew log books.  Official records, not selected for preservation in the National Archives, have also been acquired.

3. The Library has a dual role, being both a collection of printed material associated with the RAF, and a reference library holding material required by Museum staff for their professional development.  It collects books, periodicals, manuals, maps, Air Diagrams and other printed material.

ARCHIVE COLLECTION

4. When considering potential archive acquisitions, the provisions of the Standard for Record Repositories
 issued by the National Archives must be borne in mind, especially the need to avoid conflict and duplication with the collecting policies of other record repositories.

5. A particular gap in the Archive Collection is in the area of personal documents such as letters and diaries and, although log books will continue to be collected, there is a need to increase the proportion of log books from aircrew who served overseas and in less common roles such as Special Duties.  Fighter Controllers’ log books (both for ground-based and airborne personnel) will also be sought.  Papers of senior officers from the post-1945 period will also be sought, although the tighter security in force at that time may mean that such papers are in shorter supply than those of wartime commanders.

6. In future the Department will be more selective in accepting offers - particularly where large groups are involved.  Special care will be exercised where a group of papers contains material which falls outside the criteria given in the collecting policy: conventional archival practice requires the papers to be seen as an entity and if the ‘outside’ papers help to interpret those items which do fall within the criteria then they should be acquired.

7. Emphasis will be placed on collecting material from the post-1945 period, especially on National Service and recent campaigns such as the Falklands, the Gulf and operations in and over the former Yugoslavia. 

8. Documents which relate to objects in the Museum’s other collections - such as Forms 700 for aircraft and personal papers of people whose medals are in the collection - will be acquired.

9. The records of the British aircraft industry are not mentioned explicitly in the Museum’s collecting statement, but the industry is inextricably linked with the RAF and some types of records - such as drawings and manuals - will be of use in maintaining and restoring the Museum’s aircraft.  Details of projects which did not reach fruition are also of interest and, where industry records are offered, the aim will be to collect not just technical material but also records such as board minutes which reflect the development of the company and the industry as a whole.

10. The Department will not collect records which substantially duplicate those held in other public repositories such as the National Archives (TNA); duplication may be acceptable where the public does not have easy access to material such as the Movement, Accident and Bomber Command Loss Cards held by the Air Historical Branch (RAF), or where the duplicated records would assist the work of Museum staff by saving time which would otherwise be spent in travelling to other repositories.  Close liaison will be maintained with the AHB, MOD record reviewers and the TNA’s Client Manager to ensure that material of interest does not ‘fall down the gap’ between the Museum and TNA.

11. Allied to the main archive collection is the Museum’s own archive, including material which is held under the terms of the Public Records Act 1958.  Criteria for the selection of such material are given in the Museum’s Records Management Policy (RAFM/32/20).
LIBRARY COLLECTION
12. Normally no more than two copies of a publication will be held.  Personal reminiscences are of interest, but care must be taken to ensure that a balanced collection is built up.  Published histories of RAF units and stations are of particular interest. Personal memoirs of service in the Far Eastern Theatres will be added to the Library Collection, when possible.  The quality of production is also a factor, and where books are available in soft or hard covers the latter is preferred.  Books in foreign languages will not normally be acquired.

13. A distinction must be made between books which are acquired for their historical value - i.e. as part of the literature of aviation - and those whose value lies as professional textbooks and journals, standards and directories.  Volumes of the first type are acquired with a view to their forming part of the Museum’s permanent collections, whilst the latter group may need to be replaced as they become superseded.

14. Air Publications (APs) and similar series can range from policy and training issues to technical descriptions of equipment.  The general aim is to hold at least one copy of each AP with a range of amendment states to reflect the changes made during the life of the title.  Exceptions to this principle include bulky items which are unlikely to be in great demand.  Where such bulky items are available as microfilm or other media it may be acceptable to acquire the AP in such a format, provided that the long- term readability of the information can be guaranteed.

15. Maps fall into two main categories - those used for navigation, and those used for special purposes such as target maps and escape maps.  The RAF Museum aims to collect:

a) Examples, rather than complete sets, of topographical and plotting series used by the RFC, RNAS and RAF covering all periods and geographical areas appropriate to operations in which the RAF and its progenitors took part.

b) Complete sets of special-purpose maps used by the above services, provided sufficient space is available.

c) Representative examples of maps and charts used by allied and enemy forces.

16. Maps giving historical information, such as the disposition of forces in a particular campaign, will be judged on their individual merit.

17. Technical reports will normally only be acquired if they relate to aircraft and equipment in the Museum’s collection.  The technical content of most material of this nature is such that it is only of interest to specialists, and other repositories (such as TNA and the Defence Research Information Centre) already have substantial collections.

18. Ephemera will not be actively pursued - apart from material generated by the Museum itself - and, if offered, will be considered on merit.
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