
Drawn from The Spitfire Fund
a story by Tom Palmer

Chapter 1

Battle of Britain

Reading Comprehension 
and Writing Challenge

Written for children aged 7+



Reading Comprehension: Questions

1. How many people are in a trio?

2. From the text, ‘Lily squinted at the pin badges’.  What is the   
 opposite of squinting?   

3. Were the children wearing their uniforms on the school trip? 

4. Draw the trails of corkscrews and spirals left by the planes.

5. How long ago was the Battle of Britain?

6.  What words do you think you might find on the plaque    
 presented to the people of Wolverhampton?

7. RAF is an abbreviation of what three words? Ask someone to   
 help or use a dictionary.

8. How do you think the children felt as they pinned the badges   
 back onto their clothes a second time? Explain your answer.



Writing Challenge: How to start a story
  
Spitfire Fund pin badges

This is an original Spitfire Fund pin badge that you can see at 
the RAF Museum, London. They were sold to raise money to buy 
Spitfires during the Second World War.

In Tom Palmer’s story the children find themselves going back in 
time from today to 1940 and the Battle of Britain thanks to a pin 
badge like this.

What do you think you would experience if you went back to  
the Battle of Britain? Try and think of one thing for each of your  
five senses.

1. What can you see?
2. Can you smell anything?
3. Is there anything you can taste?
4. What can you feel with your hands?
5. What sounds are there?

Now have a look at what you’ve written down. Do you think two or 
three of those experiences might be a good way of starting a story 
set during the Battle of Britain? Authors often begin stories through 
the senses of their characters. Why not have a try yourself?
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Reading Comprehension: Questions

1. As they start running, the children hear lots of different sounds.   
 Can you name three things that make noises?

2. The author writes that ‘the children see dozens of fires’.  
 How many is a dozen?   

3. ‘Stationary’ and ‘stationery’ are homophones (words which  
 have the same pronunciation but different meanings). Using  
	 a	dictionary	write	a	short	definition	of	each	of	them.

4. Where is your spine? Can you name two other things that have   
 spines? 

5. What would we call a ‘wireless’ today?

6.  Who is Mr Churchill?

7. The stamps in return for donations on the Card of Honour  
 would provide rivets to help build one of the British Four  
 Fighter Aircraft. Which one of these planes was NOT a  
 British Fighter Aircraft? 

	 Spitfire						Hurricane						Messerschmitt						Mosquito

8. Why might people away from London not be willing to donate  
	 to	the	Spitfire	Fund?



Writing Challenge: How to make up characters
  
Four Fighter Fund stamps

Another way the RAF raised money to pay for fighter aircraft was 
to encourage people to buy six stamps on a card of honour. You 
can see this exhibit in the RAF Museum, London. Filling in one of 
these cards would have made a person very proud. 

But, during a war, it would have been very hard to pay for all six 
stamps. Imagine you had a card and needed to ask three other 
people in 1940s Britain to help you buy stamps to raise money 
for fighter aircraft. Who would you ask and what would you say to 
each of them to persuade them to help you? Try to give each of 
them a different reason.
 
Person:
Reason: 

Person:
Reason: 

Person:
Reason:

Have a look at the three people you have thought of. Do they feel 
like characters you could use in a story? Maybe you could try and 
imagine what it would be like if the three of them were together as 
a German raid started. What would they do? How would they cope?
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Reading Comprehension: Questions

1. Can you find Wolverhampton on a map of Britain?  

2. What details describing their surroundings has the author added  
 to show us that the children have travelled back in time?   

3. In this chapter, Lily says, ‘Help fortify the cause of freedom!’   
 What other words are in the same word family as ‘fort’? What   
 shared meaning do they all convey? 

4. Danny says, ‘What are you saying?’. Why has the author chosen   
 to change the font of the word ‘are’?

5. A euphemism is the substitution of a mild or vague expression   
 instead of a word thought to be offensive, harsh, or blunt. Can   
 you spot the euphemism in the newspaper headline?

6.  What did the female pilots do during the war?

7. From the text, we know that the airfield buildings or hangars are  
 ‘covered over in green, black and brown blotches to camouflage  
 them’. What other types of camouflage can you think of?

8. The poster reads, ‘Careless talk costs lives’. What is the train 
 smoke saying, and why do you think the artist chose a train to   
 say it?



Writing Challenge: Creating a setting
  
Plaque to say thank you

This plaque was presented to the city of Wolverhampton by the 
Ministry of Aircraft Production to say thank you to the people of 
Wolverhampton that had raised money to pay for a Spitfire. It was 
put up in the city so that everyone could see it and feel proud.

Can you think of a place near where you live that lots of people 
could walk by and see a plaque like this? Also, can you think of 
what that place might have looked like 80 years ago in 1940? 

If you type the name of where you live and 1940 into an Internet 
search box it might give you some pictures to help you think of 
a setting for a Second World War story. Authors use images that 
they find online and in books to find ideas for the settings in their 
stories. Can you make a list of five descriptive things to use as a 
setting in a story?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Reading Comprehension: Questions

1. Who do you think Victoria Station is named after?

2. Hitler called his plan to invade Britain ‘Operation Sea Lion’.    
 Why do you think he chose to name it after this mammal?   

3. What body of water is mentioned in the children’s reading 
 about the Battle of Britain?  

4. Using the extract taken from the RAF Museum website, can  
 you describe in your own words how Sergeant Ray Holmes   
 protected Buckingham Palace and saved the Royal family?

5. As the enemy plane’s attack is prevented, the author tells us  
 that a ‘cheer erupted’.  Can you think of anything else that can   
 erupt?

6.  The crowd see the pilot of the Hurricane ‘bale out of his plane’.    
 Look in a dictionary to write down what other meanings and   
 contexts ‘bale’ has.

7. From the text, what words tell us how the children are feeling   
 after Lily has said to the crowd that Hitler’s operation fails?

8. As the people in the crowd draw around them and talk, the   
 author tells us that they relay what Lily had said to them. Think   
 about in which sport you have relays? Can you describe in your   
 own words what is happening?



Writing Challenge: The big idea
  
Posters warning about spies

Here are three posters that were put up around towns and cities 
during the Second World War to warn people that there might be 
German spies around them and that they must keep things that 
they knew about the war secret.

Is there something that you or your friends or family might need  
to keep a secret in a war? Maybe something to do with your school 
or one of your family’s jobs? Think of something you’d like to keep 
a secret from the enemy, then make a poster of your own to warn 
people to keep it a secret too.

Once you’ve made the poster, think about what would happen if 
someone you know didn’t keep the secret and the enemy found 
out. What would happen? Is this a good idea for starting a story? 
Have a go. Maybe use some of the characters you thought up 
earlier.

This could be your BIG IDEA for a story.

Imperial War Museum collection

National Archives collectionNational Archives collection
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Reading Comprehension: Questions

1. What do you think ‘Sprechen sie Deutsch?’ means? Try saying it  
 out loud and ask if anyone in your family knows what it means.  

2. The NHS was founded in 1948, hence the Londoners in  
 wartime London have never heard of it. Which three words 
 is NHS short for?    

3.	 Look	up	‘febrile’	for	Lily,	Danny	and	Yusra	and	write	a	definition		 	
 of it for them.

4. Why do you think RAF planes were given names like Spitfire   
 and Hurricane? (Think about what imagery they create for both   
 the British and for the enemy) 

5. Can you think of an experiment you could do to show what
 ‘disperse’ means? (hint - use some squash and a glass of   
 water). Write down what you need to do here:

6.  Can you remember the famous words Churchill said about ‘the   
 Few?’ Write them down here to help you remember them. 

7. From the text, which words help you guess whether the exhaust  
 stubs on a Spitfire are at the front or the back of the plane?

8. If you had joined Lily, Yusra and Danny, what imaginary souvenir  
 of your adventures do you wish you could take home from the   
 Museum shop? 



Take	some	time	reading	about	the	Spitfire	and	studying	the	
timeline of events in the Second World War:

Supermarine Spitfire Mk1 
rafmuseum.org.uk/research/collections/supermarine-spitfire

The Spitfire 360 Experience, view from the cockpit
youtube.com/watch?v=aiSkjs7Oyc8

Second World War timeline 
rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/london/schools/Second%20
World%20War%20Timeline.pdf

Writing Challenge: Basing a story on something  
from the RAF Museum
  
Spitfires and Hurricanes

Authors often base their stories on real events that have happened. 
It’s a great way of making sure your story feels realistic. 

The wonderful thing about the RAF Museum is that every aircraft 
and object tells a story. You can look at it and – with the help of the 
Museum	staff,	information	panels	and	the	website	–	you	can	find	
out the story of that object.

Now brush up on your Hurricane facts:

http://rafmuseum.org.uk/research/collections/supermarine-spitfire
http://youtube.com/watch?v=aiSkjs7Oyc8
http://rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/london/schools/Second%20World%20War%20Timeline.pdf
http://rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/london/schools/Second%20World%20War%20Timeline.pdf


Hawker Hurricane 1
rafmuseum.org.uk/research/collections/hawker-hurricane-1

Press interviews for the Hurricane Movie
youtube.com/watch?v=D_SEdA1u4yM

When a story really appeals to you, making you excited or 
emotional or inspired, think about how you would tell that story to 
someone you know, to your classmates or someone in your family.

That is how most authors start their stories.
 
This person decided to make a Battle of Britain tribute video:
youtube.com/watch?v=Kht-w6dleOQ
While this person decided to turn the story of Sergeant Ray Holmes 
(from Chapter 4) into a graphic novel:
rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/novel/2_alex_transition.html
 
Why not have a go yourself? What will you do…?

http://rafmuseum.org.uk/research/collections/hawker-hurricane-1
http://youtube.com/watch?v=D_SEdA1u4yM
http://youtube.com/watch?v=Kht-w6dleOQ
http://rafmuseum.org.uk/documents/novel/2_alex_transition.html

