
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rolls-Royce Merlin engine was used in many of the famous fighter aircraft 
during the Second World War – most notably, the Supermarine Spitfire and Hawker 
Hurricane.  

The early Merlin engines had issues with the carburettor – this resulted in the 
engines cutting out during combat which could prove a real issue for even the most 
skilled of pilots. However, an engineer by the name of Beatrice Shilling invented a 
restrictor that prevented the engines from stalling, and as such, improved the 
engine. Used throughout the Battle of Britain, this feat of engineering meant that the 
RAF’s fighter aircraft could continue to fight off the German Luftwaffe.  

Put your engineering skills to the test and print out the templates and follow the 
instructions to build a replica of a Merlin engine!  

You will need: 

• Printed templates 
• Scissors 

• Glue stick 

Note: ask for an adults help when using scissors.  

 

Share your finished Merlin engine with us on social media!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merlin Engine Activity 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 


