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Writing home for 
Christmas…  
 
Date: 30 November – 5 January 2020 / Time: 10.00am to 3.00pm / 
Cost: £3 per person 
 
Join us at the Royal Air Force Museum this festive season and take part in the Letters Home trail, inspired 
by letters sent during the war from personnel serving overseas, to their loved ones back at home.  Families 
will be given a letter created using real extracts, but to read the letter in full, youngsters will need to search 
the hangars to find all the missing words.  With nine words to find across huge hangars packed full of 
aircraft, it’s no easy task and will require lots of eagle eyed youngsters! 
 
To assist with the search, which takes place from 30 November 2019 – 5 January 2020, the Museum has 
produced a Letters Home trail sheet so you can fill in the gaps as you make your way around the hangars 
in search for the missing words.  For everyone who successfully manages to find all the missing words, get 
your letter stamped with the RAF badge and then receive your chocolate reward. 
 
RAF Museum Public Events Manager (London), Ella Hewitt said:  
“The Letters Home trail uses real letters from the RAF Museum’s archive, sent during the First and Second 
World War from serving personnel in the Armed Forces to their family, friends and loved ones over the 
Christmas period.  They talk of their Christmas experience whilst deployed overseas, some are sad other 
are humorous, but all are sent with great fondness. By combining extracts from several letters, the 
Museum has created its own ‘letter home’ and now requires the help of families to complete it.” 
 
RAF Museum Public Events Manager (Cosford), Abi Betteridge said:  
“Families will also have a rare opportunity to wish those serving abroad this festive season a very 
happy Christmas by writing a ‘Bluey’ to serving RAF personnel in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Falklands or 
Cyprus (RAF Aktrotiri) for them to open in the New Year.  Our specially designed Bluey is inspired by 
the Armed Force’s Aerogrammes, known as Bluey’s, which are a way of sending letters and messages 
for free to Force’s personnel on operational duty.  Children can choose which base they would like to 
send their letter to by adding one of our special stamps and posting it in the Museum’s post box.  In 
the new year all the letters will be posted by the Museum to the four RAF bases across the globe for 
the personnel to read.” 
 
Families can purchase their Letters Home trail on arrival for just £3 per person and they have until the 
Museum closes to complete the trail and collect their chocolate reward. The trail is suitable for children of 
all ages, but younger children may require some assistance.  Writing a Bluey is a free activity for all 
Museum visitors wishing to take part. Before you head home, why not pose for a photo with one of the 
giant Christmas pudding and Christmas Tree selfie boards as a fun memento of the day. 
 
Each participant will also get a 10% discount in the Museum shop on the day of their visit by showing their 
trail sheet when making a purchase from the Museum Shop.   
 
The Museum is open daily from 10.00am and entry is free of charge (excluding 24-26 December and 1 
January).  For more information on the Christmas activities taking place at the Museum visit 
rafmuseum.org.  
 



Ends… 
 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 

• Follow the RAF Museum on social media:  
o Twitter - @rafmuseum 
o Facebook - @RAFMJoint 
o Instagram - @rafmuseum 

• Royal Air Force Museum London, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL  

• Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP 

• Open daily from 10am 

• Admission is free of charge 

• RAF Museum images & logo available at:  
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/about-us/media-vault.aspx  

• For further information and all media enquiries please contact 
o LONDON - Ajay Srivastava 020 8358 6410 / ajay@rafmuseum.org    
o COSFORD - Michelle Worthington 01902 376212 / michelle.worthington@rafmuseum.org   

• All images used should be credited: '©Trustees of the Royal Air Force Museum’ 
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