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Festival celebrates 100 years of the RAF 
Date: 1-2 April 2018 
Time: 10am-5pm  
Cost: FREE 
 
The Royal Air Force Museum Cosford will be celebrating 100 years of the Royal Air Force (RAF) with 
a nostalgic Bank Holiday Weekend event on 1-2 April 2018, packed with displays and activities for 
the whole family to enjoy.    
 
Founded on the 1 April 1918, the centenary year provides a unique opportunity to commemorate the world’s 
first and most famous independent Air Force and the extraordinary success, achievement and sacrifice of 
the RAF. 
 
The ‘100 Years of the RAF Festival’ will see re-enactors, living historians, interpreters and a variety of 
entertainers bring the Museum to life with authentic experiences for visitors to enjoy.  A walk-through 
history, exploring the 100 years of the Royal Air Force, vintage vehicles and children’s activities will be 
nestled amongst the historical, pioneering aircraft on display and will engage visitors throughout their tour of 
the Museum site.  
 
WHAT’S ON over the festival weekend:  

• Chat amongst Second World War pilots, have a go at plotting maps, or relax in the Officer’s Mess. 

• Take aim and fire with a have-a-go anti-aircraft area. For the young and the young at heart, take a 
seat behind replica anti-aircraft guns and see whether you can catch the enemy (charges apply). 

• Join family friendly interactive talks; get involved in tactical mapping, learn how to scramble to all 
manner of aircraft and explore RAF missions in the wider world. 

• Wonder at the skills of pilots in the new Jet Age and practice your own Scramble to the Vulcan. 

• Watch Rolls-Royce Merlin Mk500 and Bristol Hercules Mk216 demonstrations (2 April only). 

• Meet the originators of the Royal Flying Corps and see up close what these young pilots undertook 
to defend our skies 100 years ago. 

• Meet serving personnel from the RAF today and hear more about their roles. 

• Marvel at some of the earliest technologies in flying machines, from bi-planes to airships, and hear 
how integral their roles were in making the Royal Air Force what it is today. 

• Hear the stories of peacetime operations throughout history, the Royal Air Force’s wider community 
involvement, and its continuing spirit. 

• Dress up in RAF attire and grab some props from the Museum’s handling collection and take photos 
as a memento of your day.  

 
The ‘100 Years of the RAF Festival’ will run from 10am to 5pm on Sunday 1 and Monday 2 April 2018.  On 
arrival, make sure to pick up your free handy festival map to help guide you round the site and ensure you 
don’t miss out on any of the displays!  The Museum will also be operating a free shuttle bus service from 
Cosford train station for any visitors travelling by train or using the park and ride and will run continuously 
throughout the day.  For more information about the event visit www.rafmuseum.org/cosford.  
 

http://www.rafmuseum.org/cosford


Plus, a new display which celebrates the first 100 years of the RAF will be open to visitors in time for the 
festival weekend.  Highlighting the principle roles of the RAF; Attack, Defence, Support and Prepare, the 
display also incorporates a snapshot timeline and artefacts spanning 100 years including uniforms, 
equipment, tools, personal possessions and commemorative items.  In addition, a collection of life size 
silhouettes will be positioned around the Museum site, sharing the personal stories of RAF personnel 
throughout the years, spanning a variety of roles within the service.  The new display is supported by 
National Lottery Players through the Heritage Lottery Fund and is part of the RAF Museum’s RAF 
Centenary Programme across its two sites in London and Cosford. For more information about the RAF 
Museum’s RAF Centenary Programme visit www.rafmuseum.org 
 
Ends… 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
About RAF 100: 
COMMEMORATE, CELEBRATE, INSPIRE: On 1 April 2018, the Royal Air Force will be celebrating its 100th birthday. 
To mark this occasion, we want to reflect on our history and our achievements. We also want to celebrate the work the 
RAF is currently doing and look forward to the next 100 years.  The centenary itself will be marked by special events, 
activities and other initiatives at local, regional and national level running from April to the end of September 2018. 
www.raf.mod.uk/raf100  
   
About Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF): 
Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the 
heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from 
precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk.  Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and 
use #NationalLottery and #HLFsupported.  
 
About BAE Systems: 
At BAE Systems, we help our customers to stay a step ahead when protecting people and national security, critical 
infrastructure and vital information. We provide some of the world's most advanced, technology-led defence, 
aerospace and security solutions and employ a skilled workforce of over 80,000 people in more than 40 countries. 
 
From state of the art cyber threat detection to flight control systems that enable pilots to make better decisions, we 
never stop innovating to ensure that our customers maintain their advantage. This is a long-term commitment involving 
significant investments in skills. We also work closely with local partners to support economic development through the 
transfer of knowledge, skills and technology. www.baesystems.com   
 
 

• Keep up to date with the latest news and event information by following us on: 

 
• Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP 

• Open daily from 10am 

• Admission to the Royal Air Force Museum is free of charge. 

• RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at: 
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/about-us/media-vault.aspx 

• For further information and all media enquiries please contact 
Michelle Morgans on 01902 376212 or email michelle.morgans@rafmuseum.org  
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