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Shooting STAARs: 
Aerospace STEM 
summer camp launches 
for young adults  
 
Northrop Grumman and Royal Air Force Museum are joining forces to deliver the Summer 
Time Advanced Aerospace Residency (STAAR) programme, a unique summer camp for 
young adults aged 14-15 years.  The STAAR programme, being delivered also in association 
with RAF Cosford and Tablet Academy, will be rolled out in July 2018 with two residential 
weeks planned for up to 40 students.  
 
The programme will be held jointly at RAF Cosford and the RAF Museum Cosford on 16-20 and 
23-27July, with 20 recruits taking part each week. This fully-funded residential week has five busy 
days packed with hands-on activities as well as social activities each evening. 
 
What better way to experience the power of aerospace engineering than by discovering first-hand 
how it’s applied to the design and development of manned aircraft and other advanced aerospace 
systems?  It stimulates innovation, pushes boundaries of scientific research and development to 
create next-generation technologies and manufacturing capabilities, producing a skilled workforce 
for now and in the future.  This STAAR programme has been designed to provide a unique 
experience that will inspire young adults, help them to understand more about advanced 
aerospace systems engineering and encourage them to study and take up careers in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) related fields.  
 
STAAR recruits will explore advanced aerospace systems concepts: seeing how the need for 
solutions to achieve an air mission shapes the way engineers and scientist’s research, develop 
and design aerospace systems.  
 

Maggie Appleton, Chief Executive Officer, Royal Air Force Museum said:  
“At the RAF Museum we are passionate about inspiring young people into STEM careers, 
capturing their imaginations through stories of the RAF and its partners, stories drawn from the rich 
shared history and innovative vision of the future. We are working in partnership with Northrop 
Grumman, RAF Cosford and Tablet Academy to develop and deliver an exciting new residential 
aerospace programme for young people which will be launched this summer.”   
 
Andrew Tyler, Chief Executive, Northrop Grumman Europe said: 
“Science-based expertise is at the very heart of the high-technology culture of our industry and at 
Northrop Grumman we share the RAF Museum’s commitment to promoting STEM education to 
help inspire young men and women to pursue academic studies and careers in STEM-related 
areas. We have built a strong partnership with the RAF Museum through our support of the 
redevelopment programme for the Hendon site, and we are pleased that we have been able to 
extend this to include the creation of our new aerospace STEM programme.”  
 
The partnership between Northrop Grumman, RAF Museum, RAF Cosford and Tablet Academy 
was first announced at the 2017 RAF Cosford Air Show.  In July, 20 students from four local 
schools took part in a successful STAAR ‘pilot’ programme and this summer the programme is 
being rolled out nationally for students across the country who may want to apply for places.   
 



Applications for the 2018 STAAR residency are now open online via the Museum’s website 
www.rafmuseum.org/STAAR and must be completed by a teacher explaining why their student is 
suitable for the programme.  The closing date for applications is 7 May and successful applicants 
will be announced on 21 May.  The class of 2018 will be invited to attend the RAF Cosford Air 
Show where they will have the opportunity to meet with fellow recruits, STAAR partners and enjoy 
a day viewing the very pinnacle of the aerospace industry.  Recruits will also be handed their 
starter packs and t-shirts ready to start the residential week in July.  
 
Ends… 
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• Keep up to date with the latest news and event information by following us on: 

 
• Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP 

• Open daily from 10am 

• Admission to the Royal Air Force Museum is free of charge. 

• RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at: 
o https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/about-us/media-vault.aspx 

• For further information and all media enquiries please contact 
o Michelle Morgans on 01902 376212 or email michelle.morgans@rafmuseum.org  
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