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Rare behind the scenes look Iinto aircraft
conservation

9-15 November 2014
10:15am - 1:00pm
£5 per person (under 16’s free of charge)

This November, the Sir Michael Beetham Conservation Centre at the Royal Air Force Museum
Cosford will once again be opening its doors, allowing Museum visitors behind the scenes access to
aircraft conservation projects and the chance to speak with the team who make them happen. This
rare and exclusive opportunity is for one week only and based on the overwhelming success of
previous events, organisers are expecting thousands of visitors to attend.

It's been almost twelve months since visitors last passed through the doors of the Conservation Centre and
what a busy years it's been...

During the last year, significant progress has been made to one of the centre’s longest running conservation
projects, the Handley Page Hampden and regular visitors are sure to be astounded by the developments
being made. The Hampden'’s tailplane, fin and rudder have been restored, incorporating as much of the
original parts and materials as possible. Some sections have been reproduced by Aircraft Technicians and
apprentices who worked to the original technical drawings and soon work will commence on the elevator,
which will be entirely manufactured on site. The Hampden’s rear fuselage is nearing completion and
structural work is taking place inside the tailboom to repair the damaged framework and skins.

The Hampden suffered significant damage when en-route to Murmansk in Russia for convoy defence duties
as part of 144 Squadron. It was shot down on 4™ September 1942 during its transit flight and three crew
members died, although two survived to become prisoners of war (P.O.W’s). The wreckage lay on the Kola
Peninsula, Northern Russia until 1989 when it was rediscovered. The RAF Museum acquired the airframe
in 1991 and although progress is being made, the aircraft still requires substantial work before going on
public display.

Aviation fans and public who have followed the story of the world’s last surviving Dornier Do 17 will know the
forward fuselage, engines and propellers have now all moved from the hydration tunnels into the
Conservation Centre for treatment. Whilst the wings will remain in the hydration tunnels until later this year,
the majority of the aircraft will be on display inside and visitors will be able to get up close to the aircraft for
the very first time. Volunteers will also be working on some of the smaller Dornier components during Open
Week giving visitors first hand access to the intricate work taking place to conserve this unique aircraft.

Repeat visitors will be able to view the on-going refurbishments of the Vickers Wellington. The structural
work to the aircraft wings and flying controls along with the surface finish is now complete and the next
stage will see Technicians re fabric the wings. Work will then commence on stripping the internal fuselage
to allow for structural work to take place. The Wellington is expected to remain at Cosford for a few more
years before eventually going back on display at the RAF Museum London.



Darren Priday, RAF Museum Conservation Centre Manager says:

“It has been a very busy year for the conservation team in particular with the work carried out on the Dornier
Do 17 and the Hampden. The last 12 months has also seen a lot of aircraft movements both here at
Cosford and at our sister Museum in London in preparation for the First World War in the Air’ exhibition due
to open later this year at both sites. We hope visitors will take this opportunity to speak with our team of
Aircraft Technicians, Apprentices and Volunteers about the conservation work they carry out on the
hundreds of aircraft within the Museum’s collection.”

Admission to the Conservation Centre Open Week is £5.00 per person with proceeds going towards
supporting the Museum’s collection (Children under 16 are free and must be accompanied by an adult). The
Conservation Centre will open to the public from the 9-15 November 2014 between 10.15am to 1.00pm
during Open Week. The Museum’s other hangars will be open from 10am until 5pm, entry is free of charge.
For further information, please visit the Museum’s website www.rafmuseum.org or call 01902 376200.

Keep up to date with the latest news and event information by following us on:
e Facebook — Royal Air Force Museum Cosford
e Twitter @RAFMUSEUM
e Instagram — rafmuseum
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Notes to Editors:

Follow us on Facebook — The Royal Air Force Museum, Cosford
Follow us on Twitter - @RAFMUSEUM
Follow us on Instagram - rafmuseum
Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP
Open daily from 10am
Admission to the Royal Air Force Museum is free of charge.
RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at:
http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/research/media-vault.aspx
e For further information and all media enquiries please contact
Michelle Morgans on 01902 376212 or email michelle.morgans@rafmuseum.org
e Allimages used should be credited: '©Trustees of the Royal Air Force Museum’
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About Heritage Lottery Fund

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a lasting difference for
heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient heritage economy. From museums, parks
and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse
heritage. HLF has supported over 36,000 projects with more than £6bn across the UK. We have already supported
£56m of First World War related projects from across the United Kingdom and will continue to support as many
applications as we can afford that want to commemorate the centenary. www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on twitter
@heritagelottery #understandingWw 1

On 4 August 2014 it will be 100 years since Britain entered the First World War. Within government the Department for
Culture, Media and Sport is leading plans to build a commemoration fitting of this significant milestone in world history.
As the Prime Minister made clear when he launched the programme in October 2012, the main theme will be
remembrance with a particular focus on bringing the centenary alive for young people. There will be a number of
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http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/research/media-vault.aspx
mailto:michelle.morgans@rafmuseum.org

national events across the four years, as well as cross-Government programmes to help deliver this. Further details
can be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/first-world-war-centenary

About BAE Systems:

At BAE Systems, we serve the needs of our customers by delivering a wide range of advanced defence, aerospace,
and security solutions that provide a technological and performance edge. We work together with local partners to
develop, engineer, manufacture and support the innovations that sustain economies, increase defence sovereignty and
safeguard commercial interests. With some 88,000 employees in six continents, our story is about talented people who
are relentlessly committed to creating solutions that protect and strengthen nations, commerce, communities, and
people. That's work that inspires us. That's BAE Systems.

For more information on BAE Systems contact Lesley Dobson: 01772 852052 / Lesley.dobson@baesystems.com
www.baesystems.com
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