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The Dornier Do 17 one year on… 
 
Tuesday 10th June 2014 will mark the first anniversary of the moment the world’s last 
surviving Dornier Do 17 was successfully lifted from the bottom of the Dover Straits.   The 
breath taking moment the aircraft surfaced from the water was captured live on TV and 
sparked interest from around the globe. 
 
Just five days later on the 15th June, the Dornier was transported from Ramsgate, Kent, to the 
Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shropshire and placed inside purpose built hydration tunnels. 
Here, the Dornier has been systematically sprayed with a low concentration citric acid based 
solution to arrest the damaging effects of nearly seventy years on the seabed. This process has 
helped to soften up and remove marine accretions, allowing direct access to the airframe structure 
and the subsequent neutralisation of corrosion impurities. 
 
During the first stage of the aircrafts conservation, the Museum‟s team of skilled Apprentices have 
worked tirelessly at gently removing marine growth from the fuselage with the use of plastic 
scrapers. Many of the aircrafts smaller components have been worked on by the RAF Museum‟s 
Apprentices and volunteers, with several items now on display at the Museum‟s Cosford and 
London sites.   
 
Significant work has taken place in recent months on the airframe‟s major assemblies.  The 
forward fuselage has been de-riveted and separated from the tail boom, the latter section having 
suffered major damage during its period on the seabed. The separation of these two sections has 
enabled the conservation team to focus effort on the forward fuselage interior and this is 
progressing well.  The spraying process has also proved effective on the propellers and both units 
will shortly be placed on purpose built stands in readiness for the next stage of their conservation. 
 
The work undertaken on the Dornier so far hasn‟t been without its difficulties.  The hydration 
tunnels require daily maintenance in order to keep the spraying system operational. During the 
early phases of the project marine accretions, broken down by the citric acid based solution, began 
to clog up the filter system.  The agar gel produced by the debris also caused difficulties and as a 
result, the filtration system was upgraded which counteracted the problem and improved the 
Museum‟s ability to keep the system operating.  Professor Mary Ryan from Imperial College 
London continues to offer guidance at each stage of the conservation process and has worked 
closely with the Museum from the project‟s inception.  
 
Darren Priday, Conservation Centre Manager at RAF Museum Cosford says: 
“It has been a challenging year but the project has provided us with a lot of new information and we 
have learnt a lot about this process.  It is long and tedious work but in the end the results will be 
there for all to see when the Dornier eventually goes on display at the RAF Museum London.” 
 
Ian Thirsk, Head of Collections at RAF Museum says:    
“Over the past twelve months the RAF Museum has made tremendous strides with the 
conservation of this unique aircraft.  As the last surviving example of its type, the Dornier 17 will 
make a hugely significant addition to our German aircraft collection at Hendon and help us to 
communicate the wider story of the Battle of Britain to our audience”. 



 
Visitors to the RAF Museum Cosford are able to view the Dornier and watch the process through 
viewing panels in the tunnels. For visitors wishing to gain even closer access to the aircraft, 
volunteers from the Museum‟s Aerospace Museum Society will be working on Dornier components 
every Tuesday and Thursday between 10:30am and 3:00pm in the Museum‟s Test Flight Hangar.  
It is a great opportunity for aviation fans to get close to this historic aircraft and to ask the 
volunteers questions about the vital work they are carrying out. 
 
The Dornier Do17 Interpretation Zone, located next to the Dornier hydration tunnels and supported 
by wargaming.net, allows visitors to the Museum to explore the background of this legendary 
aircraft and tells the story of its recovery and the conservation process. Multi-media content 
includes archive footage of the aircraft in action and a film of the specialised recovery operation 
which took place in June 2013.  
 
Admission to the Museum and viewing the Dornier is FREE of charge.  Anyone wishing to donate 
towards the conservation of the aircraft can do so online via the Museum website 
www.ramuseum.org.  For more information please call the Museum on 01902 376200. 

 
Keep up to date with the latest news and event information by following us on Facebook – Royal 
Air Force Museum Cosford or on Twitter @RAFMUSEUM or on Instagram – rafmuseum.  
 

...ends 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
More than 1,500 examples of the Dornier 17 medium bomber were built. The twin engine, twin fin 
configuration together with the narrow fuselage and shoulder mounted engines gave the aircraft a distinctive 
silhouette and earned it the nickname „The Flying Pencil‟. Over 400 were employed by the Luftwaffe during 
the Battle of Britain.   
 

 Follow us on Facebook – The Royal Air Force Museum, Cosford  

 Follow us on Twitter – @RAFMUSEUM  

 Follow us on Instagram - rafmuseum 

 Royal Air Force Museum Cosford, Shifnal, Shropshire, TF11 8UP 

 Open daily from 10am 

 Admission to the Royal Air Force Museum is free of charge. 

 RAF Museum Cosford images & logo available at: 
       http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/research/media-vault.aspx 

 For further information and all media enquiries please contact 
Michelle Morgans on 01902 376212 or email michelle.morgans@rafmuseum.org  

 All images used should be credited: '©Trustees of the Royal Air Force Museum‟ 
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