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MUSEUM CURATOR TRACKS DOWN LOST HISTORIC
LOCAL ARTEFACT

RAF Museum curator Andy Simpson recently followed a trail from Colindale to Stanbridge
and unearthed a rare wooden carving once owned by Claude Grahame-White.

The carving which is in the shape of the Grahame-White logo, was built around 1916 and used as
the central motif of the large electrical panel currently on display in the Watch Office at the Museum
in Colindale.

After WWI the site was handed over to the War Office and became an RAF station (RAF Hendon).
At some point in the site’s history, the carving was mysteriously removed.

Recently Mr Simpson uncovered documents from the Defence Land Sales and discovered that the
item was actually removed when the RAF were vacating the site, in order to protect it from
vandalism. Along with other items it was being kept at RAF Stanbridge

Following on from this Mr Simpson met representatives from RAF Stanbridge who were only too
happy to return the carving along with other items so that it could be displayed in its rightful place.

The carving is currently at the Museum'’s site in Cosford undergoing restoration work by our
National Award winning apprentice Laura Pringle and will be on display at the Museum in Colindale
next year.

Mr Simpson: “The discovery of the wooden carving is important as it represents the history of the
local community. More than that it also completes the display of the electrical panel in the Watch-
Office. We're glad to have it back in its rightful place!”

Ends...

Notes to Editors:

¢ Royal Air Force Museum London, Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL

e Open daily from 10am

e Admission to the Royal Air Force Museum is free of charge.

e RAF Museum London images & logo available at:
http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/research/media-vault.aspx

e For further information and all media enquiries please contact
Ajay Srivastava on 020 8358 6410 or email ajay@rafmuseum.org

e Allimages used should be credited: '©Trustees of the Royal Air Force Museum’
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